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The Author; 
SPINOZe, Mr. 
Hobs, and 
Afr. Burnet. 
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onably the Deſign of this Treagiſe ; ſince the aſſerte 
ing, That there # no ſuch thing gs @ Miracle, i. e. 
a Work zbove Nuture , undermines the Foundations 
of both Law and Goſpel , overthrows the Credit and 
Authority of Divine Revelation , and remits us ei- 
ther to a bare Religion of Nature and Morality, or 
tonone at all. 

The Book (ro Aſſign to. each Author his ſhare init) 


conſiſts of Two Parts. The latter, which is the maig, 


from the middle of the third Page to the end of the 
Book, is wholly (except two or three Authorities in 
the lat page) a bare.Tran(lation of the Sixth Chapter 
of the TratFatus Theologico-Politicus, written by 
«Hem Which Chapter he ſeems to have made 
choice of out of that Author, as effeyal by it ſelf 
to compaſs the deſign of his whole Treatiſe : ws. 
To inſtill the Principles of Deeſme or Atheiſme into 
the minds of his Readers. The other part, which. 
takes up the two firſt Pages and half of.rhe third, is 
a Tranſlation likewiſe - of part of Mr. Ho4bs's Chap- 
ter about Miracles in his Leviathan, from whence 
he has taken as much as he thought would make for 
his purpoſe, and ſeem to be of a piece with the other 


1 


\__Franſlation out of $pivoza , to which he has prefixt 


Lib. I, Co 11. P. 
LHiq. 


OE” 
IatroduQory-to the Book there is a Premon:itron 
io the Reader. And here we might juſtly expect - 
from him to ſpeak himſelf , and to- give us a free and 
ingenuous Account of his Authors , his Tranſlation , 
and the Deſign of it.- But the greateſt part- of this 
too is Borrowed (or-Tranflated ; whether you pleaſe) 
out of Mr. Burzett's Telluris Theorga Sacra, and the 
reſt only ſome brief Touches -of what - he has after 
more at large out of Spinoza. Of * 


(3) 


- Of his Three Authors, the /aff I believe, is not mr. Hobby 
very proud of the company of the other #20 ; and 5d 6. Bur, 
theretore is not much obliged to his Tranſlator for RR 
clapping him and them together as Confederates and #ey are pro- 
Brethren in Opinion. But it is more pertinent to ob. ***: 
ſerve, that two ofthe three areclearly agarnſ? him in 
their ſenſe about the main point in Controver fie. 
Sp12024 indeed is the great Patron of his Aſertion, 
viz. That there # no ſuch thing as a Miracle, if we 
rake the word to ſignifie a Work above or beſide Na- 
7ure. But Mr. Burnett and Mr. Hobbs are point blank 
of the contrary mind , and therefore either they muſt 
ſpeak very inconſiſtently, nay in effet contradict 
themſelves, or what he here produces out of them 
cannot bedrawn to favour his and Spinoza's Opini- 
on ; and ſo the co-herence of the ſeveral parts'vf the 
ColleFion will not appear to be very great , nor the 
Harmony very agreeable, to any that ſhall firſt con- 
fider each as they ſtand apart in the diſtin&> Au- 
thors, before he examine them as they are here aſ- 
ſociated in the Rhapſody of this Treatiſe. 

'To begin with Mr. #14bs , whom we have leaſt 
reaſon to ſuſpe@ to have any wrong done him , we 
have no more to do but to read the reſt of that Chap- 
ter, where the Tranſlator leaves him , and we ſhall 
ſoon find that he admits and ſuppoſes Miracles in that 
very fenſe, wherein he is produced to _ them 
here, For, Firſt, He defines a Miracle to be, #7 
work of God beſide hy Operation by the way of Na- 
ture ordained in the Creatson ; which is flatlycontra- 
diQory to that Aſſertion, That nothing can ſail out but. 
according to the order of Nature. ' 2; He infers'\from 
chat Definition , Thar a Mrracle is not the effelt of a- 
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q (4) 
ig ay Vertue imibe Prophet whoſe Doftrine it confirms, 
but of the immediate hand of God: and that no De- 
vil, Angel, or created Spirit oan work 4 Miracle, 
i| Which Poſitions (however queſtionable if underſtood 
oi of a delegated Power in Men or Angels) are ſuffici- 
"| ent to deinonſtrate that it is his ſenſe , that there 
"8 are Miracles or Works above Nature. For if there 
are Wofks wrofight which no frite Spirit , nothing 
but the immediate band of Godcan eff:t, theſe cer- 
tainly myſt ſuepaſs the force ot Nature, ſhe work- 
ing by ſecond Cautes in all her Operations. 
Hew M- It is to be confelled, That Mr. Hob4s does in his 
oo” Own way, aswellas Spiroza, deſtroy the Authori- 
ine deſtroys ; | . ; | 
\ is he autberity ty Of Miracles by his Doctrine : inas much as he does 
4 of Miracles. mot admit them for [iff tent Credentials of the Divine 
"| \Altſſiom of any Prophet , when the Dottrane be ye-« 
| weals does mot ſquare with be Religion el abliſhed 
by the Civil Magiſtrate. So that all the Miracles 
F of our $:vz0ur and his Apoſites were of no force, be- 
# | cauſe the DoErine they taught contradicted the eſta- 
| 
; 


Mt. a 
. 
+» 


bliſhed Tenets of the ſuperſtitious Fcws , and the ]- 
dolatrous Gemries. Yet, though theſe two Authors 
(equally to be honoured tor the good Service they 
have done the Chriſtian Religion) agrec very well in 
F the main Deſign , they diter notwithſtanding very 
j'? widely in the way of compaſling it, as far as the op- 
"a pofite parts of a contradiQtion c..in ſet them at odds ; 
the one Ailerting that there are works above Nature , 
the other denying it : <0 taar the Author of this Col- 
8 letion was not very weil adviſed tothink they would 
cottenſo well togeiher ; and ought rather to liave 
, tried firſt how far the Work might be done by one of - 
| thera ſingly, and to have reſerved the other for a new 
expedient if the former had failed. Mr. 


CY 
Mr. Hobbs then, we ſee, allerts thero are Miraciesi 
And ſodoes Mr. Burnett in Words moſt exprels,' and 
in the very ſame Paragraph,part whereof he has quo- 
*red out of him. in the Latine 1n his laſt Page, and at 
very little diſtance from the very Words, there quoted 
to repreſent him as an abettor of the contrary opittton, 
Certiſſimum eft ( fays he ) 4 Drvind Providentia © 0 
( pendere res omnes cujuſcung; ordinis © ab eadem) EeY 7” 
vera miracula edita eſſe. 
It is, I think, a ſufficient prejudice agzinftthe opini« 
on which he produces theſe Aurbors to infinuate'and 
patronize , or at leaſt his jadgment in'tHe choice of 
his Authors , that two out of three declare” flatly a- 
rainſt him in that Point. Yet 'ris poſſible that, as he 
produces them here, they may both better conſiſt 
with him and. $p3noz2 than with themſelves. | This 
therefore comes to *be examined', and will lead us 
gradually to give a particular Anſwer to each part of 
the whole Work. We begin therefore with the Pre- 
monition to the Reader, hethere with Mr. Burnett. | 
What he takes from 'Mr. Baynert , is out of the &-'71, #7 p4vt | 
leventh and laſtchaprer df the firſt/book of his Theory, of (he Freme- 
Mr. 'Purnetts/ Words are theſe, In eaTum equidem [er 1 ”—_ 
tentia, Authores Sacros cum de vebus Naturalibus Ser: Burner. 
mones babent,&o. n theſe the Tr: /fitoy thus ya- 
ries in the firſt Words of his Premonition, It i the 
Judgments of moſt of the Ancient 'Fat bars of thi Chri« 
frian Faith, and'f 11% moſt Jearned Thedlognes of the 
. Moderns, that the Authors of the Holy Scriptures 
when they ſpeak of Natural things &c.And ſo poes on 
with thereit of that P-ye, which he tranſlates more 
faithfully : whar he deſigned in this amplification, 
whether-to amuze his Reader,oblige Mr. Burnet ,or to 
make 


( '6 ) | \ 
A make a fair ſhew of lus own great reading, I ſhall not 
+1 enquire. 

The wimoefu. The Summ of what he has out of Mr. Burnett 1s 
this, Th.u 1he Authors of the Holy Scriptures where 

thy ſpeak of Natural things,deſign on!y to excite Pie- 
"} | ty and Devotion im ns, not io 11prove 148 in the knows- 
iT ledg of Nature. That agreeably.to this Deſign, they 
"on explain the viſible Works of God in a manner (uit able 
to the received opintons of the wulg 1+ they wreſt the 

gencral cauſes and ends of the whole Creation in fa- 

wour of the Peoples prejudices , as if alithings were 

ordained only for the good arid benefit of mankind : 

they do not make mention of .the ordinary iran of ſe- 

i cond cauſes in #he jroduttions of Nature,but recur im- 
1 medtately to God bimſel}, the firſt Cauſe, Autbor and 
b, $2 9nens of it , and compendiouſly refer all things to 
| bs emmediate Power, and io by zrreſeſiible Will and 

1 Command. 

bd. The defy of All Mr. Burzetr's deſign in this, 1s to excuſe him- 


4 Maroc: ſelf for giving « Philoſophical and Mechanical account 


ſpeak: there Of the Deluge and other grand EffeQs in the Sublunary 
World ; as the Original of the Mountains, Rocks , 

: Iflands, Ocean, Rivers, &c. in the Terraqueous Globe. 

The produQion of all theſe the Scripture immediate- 

ly reters to God:and Divines ordinarily ſpeak of them 

| as Effets ſupernatural and miraculous; zi#Z. That 
+ God by the ſame powerful Word, whereby he created 
Heaven and Earth , caſt up the Mountains, and cut 

out the Channels for the Rivers, and that vaſt cavity 

Go ive forthe immenſe Ocean, commanded the waters into 
| one jlace, and made the dry land appear. And by 
WM Ga vc, the like command , when the wickedneſs of man was 
F e-c.2.; upon the Earth,andihbe end of all fleſhwas come 
before 


ws #4 

be fore him , opened the CalarrhiTs of Heaven , and ge. - v 
broke up the Fountains of theDeep, and deſtr oyedall 
mankind, except eight perſons, by a deluge of Waters. 
To this Mr. Bgrneris Anſwer is, That it is in no wiſe 
neceſſary that theſe effe 2s ſhould be conceived to have 
been wrought by miracle. For the Scripture, that :t 
does not appear that they ave recorded for Miracles 
there, becauſe the Scripture immediately refers ef: 
tefts purely Naturalto God, and makes no mention of 
the train of ſecond cauſes ſubſervient to God in their 
produttion : the deſig of the ſacredWriters, when 
they ſpeak of natural things , being not to inſiruft us 
in the knowledg of Nature by giving us 8 Philoſophi- 
cal account of their mediate cauſes, but fo excite in 
us Piety and Drvotion,by working in our minds atrue 
ſenſe of the Power and Providence of Almighty God, 
to which. all things owe. their original. 

This is the intent, ſcope, and drift of Mr. Burnett's The coxclufon 
Words, as they ſtand-at home. in their proper: place ; 254 
but here they arcapplied to far diffefeot purpoſes, a.w: from 4 
as appears by - the Concluſion: the Tranſlator draws Purneit's priv- 
from them , when he comes to ſpeak himſelf : viz. 

That theſe things conſidered. 

1, We are not to admire, if we find in the Holy 
Scripture many memorable things related as miracles, 
which TY proceeded from the fixt and 
immutable order of Nature, &c. 

2. (Which is but the application of the former) We 
ought not raſhly to accuſe any Man of Infidelity , only 
becauſe he refuſes to believe,that thoſe Miracles were 
effeffed by the immediate Power- of God, &c. 

Which concluſion of his 
1, Is juſt the quite contrary to Mr. Burwet?'s. 


2. Dt-_. 


(YI) > 
_ *2. Deſtroys the authority of Scripture, and leaves 
us "oy to disbelieve any Miracle recorded in it for 
tluch, 7 
4 antuios, 1. It is quite contrary to Mr Brrngt's. Mr. Pats 
our:c corrrary 2677 5 Way of Arguing 1s this, The Scripture immedi- 
entrant ately refers to God things which are purely the ef- 
tes of Nature. Ergo, we cannot juſtly concludes» 
that what effects the Scripture immediately refers to 
God, thoſe it records:for miracles... Yes { ſays the 
Trae tor upon the ſame grounds) we may conclude 
that ut records them for Miracles, and this too we 
may conclude over and above , that the Scripture re- 


cords ſuch etfeQs tor Miracles which really are the Ef- 
tes of Nature. | et. i 
'* dere). the 2. It deſtroys the-authority of Scripture,and' leaves 
©) #2 us. tree to disbelieve-any Miracle recorded in it for 
'be 6e/zef ef ſuch, 'For firſt't makes:the Holy Scripture guilty. of 
ara. Impoſture, gndthat opt. ao-a dmatimatter ', but ſuch 
whereupan depends theguthority. of all-the revelati-' 


Ons macethemin:by God to mankind: for upon the 
10k t 


trut ofe-relgtions ia Scripture, wherein theſe 

. Miracles are recorded as matter of Fa@&.; depends the 
certainty of the Ditine Ayſſiun.z. of Moſes and the 
Prop bets , oar Bleſſed Sattour and hu Apoſtles, and 
conſequently .the authatity. of the-Dodtrine which 
they revealed. adly , It takes away the only: «niger 
which we have,to diſcern whether the effe it relates 
Le a Miracle or-not. The only thing whereby we can 
know it.is from the Scriptures manner of relating ir : 
:fit relates one thing ior a-Muacle. which 1s not, all 
may be, tor ought we kgpw,,, | of, rhe ſame: Nature. 
An4J ſo tarewel both the bclief. of Miracles and- the 
Scripture it lelf; 


(9) OY 


I preſume that he does nov play with:us 1n amnat» 
ter of. this importance, #.e. That, he dogs not mean 
by the Scriptures relatong ſuch: things as Miracies ; 
onely that it relates the production ;of them: in; ſuch 
Terms, as ldiots and literate Perſons. may iffom 
thence conceiye that-they ,Jaro ſupernatural RifeRs 
(for then ajl he ſays' wijh berivery+ true \:bublwithsl 
very 4mpertineat) butRhat.it-ſets them dewn for ffs 
fects Miraculous and Supernatural as much-as-any-in 
the whole Bible. And if he means thus, 1. have. al: 
ready hinted the ill- Cpnſequences. of : bis Dotrine,, ,, _ 
. and how diſagreeable his Gonclaſion; from MO &xts fille from by. 
nett's Principles is to. that which. MroBurnets himſelf Burer's Pra- 
draws trom them, and ſhall proceed now toſhew how _ 
unnaturally it is'drawn from' ſuch premiſes. ;:! 21577: | 
| 1 ſhall not Rtand.to; make; any tedious; RefleRibo , 2/7 (cb 
upon each particular;in the ſummary,:;Arcount which yr be bs: 
I have given above of what he'hhs.0utof:Mr.. Baknetty from Mr. Bur- 


ncett,17 frue. 


but I ſhall apply my ſelf chiefly to'the Gonfideration 
of that whereupon he ſeems wholly to buildi his 
Concluſion. All that I ſhall ſay to the feſt, is this, 
Touching ihe deſign of the Sacred Writers: whenthty 
ſpeak of natural things , | grant it tobe ſuch 'as ts 

there ſuggeſted : And, That in ſubordination'ts that 

Deſign, they may be conceived to explarn the wrfible 

Works of God in a manney. ſuitable ig the received 

Opinions of the Vujgar 4 i. e. To ſpeak ythem Senſe 

and Diale& about Natural Things, when they do oc- 

caſionally ſpeak of them, and to comply therein with 

their common prejudices ; as Moſes ſeem to do Gew. 

1, 16, where he ranks the Mops with'the Sus asthe. 1 
other great light, i. e. the next or-only -0ne-beſides = 

of conſiderable IN ſpeaking thereagreeably 

| to 


Ee Ar. OOO 


Ga. Y. I4, 'F+ 


* T») 


to the appearance of ſenſe, and the apprehenſion 
of the vuſgar grounded thereupon. Yet riot that 
they are obliged to comply with all their prejudices 
neither ; For this is one, That every conſiderable Ef- 


| fe in Nauare is mivaculbus and ſupernatural > And 


the Deſign of the Sacred Wrirets does not oblige them 
to condeſcend 10 far to the apprehenſions of the. val- 
gar , as tv relate every :cfet'for Miraculous which 
they conceive to be ſo. Their Deſign is , Not to in- 


firutt wt ih the knowledge of Nature , but to excite 


Party and Dewdtion in ws. | The utmoſt therefore 


- thar Dbſign will oblige them to, in this regard, 


is to-makeno mention of the Train of ſecond Cauſes 
in the Produ@ions of Nature (which effeQvually an- 
ſwers the farſt/parr of theit Deſign ) and to aſcribe 
all Efeas to God as their Author ( which as fully 
anſwers'/the ſecond” j and nothing of all this amounts 
toa Rehkittow of the Effefts of Nuture for Mivacles,as 
will appear immediately. 

To the [next thing, That they wreft the general 
caſes and _—_ the whole Creation in favour of 
the proples prejuarces, as if all thuygreweve ordained 
only for the goodandbenefit of Mankind : | deny that 
the Scripture wreſts the ends of the Creation; for this 
wereto make the parts of the World be Created by 
God for other ends and purpoſes than he created them 
for. All the Scripture does is, that it mentions on- 
ly thoſe ends of Nature (out of many for 'which it is. 
ordained-in the Divine Wiſdome) that relate to the 
good and benefit of Mankind ( as for inſtance thoſe 
ends only of the Heavenly Bodies , That they are for 
lights in the Firmament of Heaven , and for Signs, 
and for Seaſons, and for Days , and for Tears) yet 

it. 


it does not wy but that there _ 'orhe# 
which to confider 1s not pertinent to'its __— 1'* The Pricciph 
But the Principle Com: whenwollodion ts:Qon- _ 
cluſion , is in the laſt words of what he ras boys 1,4,8_ 
Mr. Burnett: -viz. That. the Authors. of the' 34% 4.545600 
Scriptures make no mention of the (ordinary. Traiw of... » 
ſecond Cauſes tu ou phi ag of 'Natave » dutvernr + | 
ionmediat ehy-to\ himſolf , the fft,Canſay Author, 


and Preſident bf it,"aud\0anipen fone 
fo hs immediate Power; and 10" bis vines fftiG H 


and Corman. Their recurring immedigtelyzo(Bod 
himſelf. and referring'all gy 1 
Power, is to.be.a in\this wineſey) Not: that 
the.Scripture deelares, theſe Effects to'proteet: from 
nothing but the imniediate hand of God (for'this'is 
to declarethem to.be fpernataral, and ſuch'then they 
are unqueſtionably.) Bur, That it uferibes theinooly 
te God, and makes ho. mentivn;of:an *Frain bf. 
cond Cauſes ſubſervient to hitmim thile 'produtions ON 
For Inſtance , the Scripeure \immediately refers the - _ | 
the r47th Pſi where ways, Meginend paris rue 

e 147th P(4 ere © ifays; Nergaverd! te » 9 
maths he. ſcattereth tha hoarfwoſt Take Dev, '5\Ble me Gd 
cafteth forth bir-ice. lobe 'morſbls au! Hei end 16 Out 
bizwword and meireth them Hr- blownrh: wath #52 
wind and ihe waters. flow; '- So when: Gol faynito 
Noab, 1 do fet.my bow in the vloud,, (2d8td Saw Gl, 
el , To moetrow about- tbe tome I-will (end VhMER Wah t 5am. 9. 16. 
Do —_——.. 

0324s, ks a pi: 17th and vOth: bk 

in his Treatiſe: : AG the';Sokmute refers theſs Ef- 
feas unmediately'ro God , -avit mentions himonly , 
as the Authorof.them , and ———_— motitte Gufer, 

2 not 


be draw: it. 
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ple from whence 


meal iqn, of-anz: ſecond Canſes ſubſervient to him' in 
their progdutÞion. ' The falthood whereof I ſhall evi» 
dently diſcover. 1. By Inſtance. 2. From the natural 
smpors of 5 he word; 3. ' From the veaſon of the thing 
it (elf. 468» faecorng 1n ſome: tuff ances what 1t,15)fov 
the Hely ,$erepigre kocrebite any thing 'as a. Miracte: 

1hic 1, By Irſtance. Infinite would' be the. number of 
proved fo be Miracles Recorded, in Scripture, if this were: the 
8 7." ener; Whereby WG. arecito know what. Effects aro 
_ ralaced therejn.\as\) ſuch. iThe Scripture teaches us 
(from the mouth of our Bleſſed Sawour) to pray. to 
God immediately for our daily :Bread., for our Food 
and Raiment, forthe annual increaſe of: our-Corn , 
Wine, and Qyle,. for the farmer and latter Rain in 
their Seaſon, Ititakes nonotice.of the ordinary'way- 
whergby Nature-it Rf ſupplies us: with theſe Neceſ(- 
faries, how our Gora grows in. our Fields;.:how the 
Vane ſfends.forth- her Grapes , ' how the: Clouds: drop 
FEgtne(s : But iag word , refers all 'to God: without 
any more ado, - He, .it ſays, Fa/@eth the 


Plal. 65. 9, 11- 


Earth and 
bleſſeth . 


(13) 


bleſſeth it : He maketh it very plenteons : he crotn- 


eth the year with his goodneſs. In a word, 'He opens Vl. 145.16 


eth his hand and filleth all things living coitÞ phnie- 
ouſneſs. Yet, | ſuppoſe, it were very hard to in« 
fer that the Scripture ſets down-all this as ſuper- 
natural and miraculous : That itobliges us to con- 
ceive (not the Flood only , but even) the former and 
Jatrer rain to come down by Miracle : That it prompts 
us to expect as ſupernatural a proviſion of our ' daily 
bread, as the Iſrae/ites had in the Wilderneſs, Els» 
12þ in Horeb when the Ravens were his Purveyours, 
the Widow with whom he lodged, whoſe Barre/ 

Meal was preſerved from waſting ; or laſtly, the 
four or five thouſand fed by our Saviour in the Goſpel, 
which-l- ſuppoſe was a work of Nature , but rel.ted 
in Scripture 4#42 Miracle, becauſe it- mentions not 
how the Corn grew in the hands and mouths of 
them that did eat it. Sap 


2. The Nitural import of the Words diſproves thi ». fron the - 


concezt. To be related as a Niracle, is to be recorded .- yg r 4g 


for an effe&t of God's own immediate Hand and fuper- 
natural Power. To be immediately 'refer'd or aſcribed 
ro God, without mention of a Train of mediate cauſes, 
is quite another thing, There it'is expreſly or by con- 
ſeghrice declared; that the Work is above Nature; . 
here it is left.in Medzo, without any- determination | 
from the manner wherein it is related , whether 
it be a natural ' of- ſupernatural 'effe of the Divine + 
Power.:- For inſtance, the Seriptute faysin'one place, 


Thou makeft Darkneſs, and 'it u Nizht. in anothet; He pracoe-v. 4, 
ſent Darkneſs , and made-it Dark.-' In the former it 195-1: 4 


tru 


ſpeaks of the ordinary ; inthe latter of the ; = 


darknvſs; and both it immediately 'referstv 


MEN» 
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"mentioning no natural cauſes of the one or the other. 
Both of them it may thus aſcribe to God, though the 
one be the Effe of Nature, and the other a Miracle; 
andtherefore to aſcribe anyEtieRt immediately to God, 
is nct to relate it as a Miracle. 

3. Ths will farther appear from the very reaſon of 
the thimp, it ſelf. The Scripture may juſtly aſcribe ta 
God all rhe Eﬀfets of Nature without mentioning any 
train of ſuborbordinate cauſes , and yet cannot there» 
upon be juſtly concluded to relate theſe things as Mt- 
racles. And this becauſe firſt God is the Author of 
Nature, by his Power, and the Governour and Preſident 
of it byhis ſuperintending Providence :theretore every 
Effect in Nature may be juſtly aſcribed to him as it's 
Author. 2dly, The Scriptures deſigns to ſpeak of the 
Eff:s of Nature only with regard to the Power and 
Providence of Almighty God ; therefore it may juſt- 
lyaſcribe them to him without mention of the train of 
natural Cauſes whereby he mediately produces them. 
If then any Effet may be in this manner aſcribed to 
God , and yethe beno farther the Cauſe of it, than 
as he is the Author and Governour of Nature by his 
Power and Providence : if ſo, then it is no juſt Can» 
cluſion , That the ſacred Writers relate any thing as 
a Miracle, becauſe thty immediately refer it to God 
witbout menion 4 the irain of natural Cauſes ſubſere 

Tient ro him inthe Preduttion of it. 
wha tia fo 4+ But to give as full ſatisfaQion as may bejn this 
tbe Scriptwe Point, (and withal to ſhew that, all this norwith- 
ae a +%ra. anding,, there are ſome EffeRts ſo relared in the Holy 
le. Scripture , as that it may be juſtly conceived ta have 


recorded them for Miracles ) I ſhall ſtate, What xt & 
for the Scripture to relate any thing 4s Miracle, 


1S 
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$ not enough (as we have ſeen already) that'it' as" 
ſcribes the Effe& ro God as its Author, : nor that it im- 
mediately aſcribes it to him, without mention that 
it is produced by the mediation of ſecond Cauſes. 
For every thing proceeds from him, whether. it be 
by. the courſe of Nature,or aWork of his ſupernatural 
Power, and therefore is to be aſcribed to him's and 
the Scriptures aſcribing of it toGod without mention 
any other Cauſe , does not neceſſarily imply, that no 
other Cauſe had any hand in the ProduRion of it. But 
to relate a thing as a Miracle, is to relate it for an- 
Effe@ of Gods ownimmediateHand,or,anEifet above, 
beſide, or contrary to Nature. And this may be done 
wo wayes - 1. By expreſs Declaration : 2. By rela- 
ting it in ſuch 4 manner and with ſuch circumſtances 
& from thence we may rationally conclude the Effet 
to be miraculons. For the firſt , there may ſeem to be 
very few inſtances if any, wherein we can certainly 
aſſure our ſelves, that the Holy Scripture declares a- 
fiy Effet to be a Work above Nature. For though 
it may and often does uſe the Word Mrracle,yer, that 
being Ambigagous , it ny Wl Te uncertain whether - 
it be to be taken for ary thing more than an Effect 
Wonderful and Surprizing indeed, yet purely Natu- - 
ral. All which notwithſtanding , in ſome places we 
fray truly vouch the expreſs declaration 4, the Hoe; 
Scripture,that ſuch and fuch EffeQs are miraculous. 
% z. 11. Aﬀet the relation of our bleſſed Saviour's 
Turning the Water into Wineythe Text ſays, Thy bee 
ginning of Miractes dit Teſus. So alſo John 4 54. afs | 
ter the Cure of the Nob/rman's Son, Thu « again the 
fecond Miracle thin Jeſus did. 1n theſe two places 
the Scripture does in a manner refle& upon the Works - 
it 


("SE 
it ha rciatel, and declares them tobe ſupernatural. 
Put by the Word Afir.uc le may poſſiLly be meant. no 
wore than an FffcAt Strange and Wonderful , not a 
Work 2Love Naturc: unleſs we can give ſome certain 
proot of the contrary. And [think this one Conſide- 
ration may be ſufficient toevince it. Thy Deſign of 
the Scripture in relating theſe Works ot our bleiled 
Saviour, 1s topropound them to us as undoubted 
Evidences of his Divine M:ſlion. Now Ev:Jdences of 
that they could not be unlels they were Works above 
Nature, becauſe an Fffetof Nature cannot prove 
GoJls immediate power and preſence , nor cor ſ:- 
quently confirm the truth of any Prophets Commiſſion 
irom Heaven to reveal his Doctrine. For the Scrip- 
ture therefore to relate theſe Works of our Bletled Sa» 
viour, as undoubtcd Evidences ot his Divine M;ſion, 
will argue that the Scripture where it ſtiles theſe 
Works Miracles , Signs, and Wonders, muſt mean 
firictly ſuch as exceed the power of Nature: Other- 
wiſe it would impoſe upon our belicf, and oblige us 
under pain of Damnation to embrace a DoQtrine as 
Divine, upon ſuch Evidences, as are in no wiſe (uf- 
hcient. to confirm the Authority of the Perſon that re- 
veals it. And upon this Ground we might diſcover 
many more inſtances of Effets , expreſly declared in 
Scripture to proceed trom God's immediate extraor- 
dinary Power. For it holds as well in the Miracles of 
the Apoſtles as our Bleſſed Srwiour's , and in Moſes's 
roo, the Scripture rclating them as a+» tO EVI» 
dence his Commiſſion from Heaven to inſtitute the 
Law , as well as thoſe of ourSaviour and his Apoſtles 
to evidence their Authority ro Preaca and Plant the 
Golpcl, 
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Goſpel. But if there were no ſueh expreſs. Noglaration 
in the Holy Scripture, there are'yR, -, 2. Many rela- 
trons of Matters of Fatt couched in ſuch Terms , as 
that we may juſt ly I thence that theEffttts 
there (poken of arevelated as Mivaculows and Super- 
natural. As, 1. Where the EffeQ. is related ag. done 
without the uſe of Means, Soin our Saviours curing 
Diſcaſes ( and indeed. Working moſt, of his Miracles ) 
by the Word of his Mouth, turning the Water into 
Wine by the internal tacit AR of his Will;r. 2, Where 
Mention is made of Means pulſed; ,|; /but thoſe ſuch as 
cannot be conceived to: be in their @wn Nature pro- 
per or ſufficient toproduce the Effet. 'As the Clay 
wherewith our Savtour cured the Eyes of the Perſon 
born Blind,the Spittle wherewith he lopſed the tongue 
of the other that was Dumb,tSc. Theſe effeRts may be 
zuitly affirmed. to be related in Scripture as Miracles : 
not upon this account, that the Scripture refers them 
smmediately toſrod without —_p_y+ » any train of Na- 
tural Cauſes ſubſervient to him zn their Produttion : 
appears we have ſome ſurer Grounds whereuppn to 
proceed in examining what Effects in. Scripture are 
related as Miracles, though that which he.-would 
polleſs his Readers with theOpinion that it is the only 
ez, we have, be ( as has b:en ſhewed) not on- 
ly falſe, butridiculous and abſurd. 

From whathas been ſaid,l may rationally draw theſe 
two conſequences. | CUES 

1. That for theScripture to ſer any Effet imme- Corollary «. 

diately to God, is.not tor it to'relate the Effeft as Mie 
raculous : and therefore from its referring the Effes 
of Nature unmediately to/God, we cannot infer (as he 


does ) #hat the Scripture relates many memorable 
D things 


The rift of the 
Premonitnon 


pon/idered 


"TW 
rhings as Mivailes, "which yer notwit hſaalling Pros - 
ceeded from the Wixt - nnd 4m1mut able Order of  Na- 
ſ we. Y RE T3 Þ X ; 1% L Y 

2. That there are yet- many Effet plainly related 
in Scripture for Miracles ; by it's expreſs Declaration, 
and it's relating ofehem in-ſach Terms, from whence 
we mdy'by undeffiable Conſequence gather as much. 
And ſo(ſuppoſag'thitthe Scripture is a true Hiſtory, 
for which we'hiave infinitely more evidence than ſor. 
any other Hiſtory in the World) it follows evident! 
(againſt his main Aſſertivn }from the relations of theſe 
miraculous FffeQs in Scripture, that rbere really have 
been Miracles in theſenſe-wherem he denies. them; 
5.6. Works beſide, above,and contrary io Nature. 

But this Corollary (though very pertinent-to-our _ 
purpoſe) is ex abur.dants: Althatiwe were obliged 
ts,''was to ſhew, that the Concluſion which hig. draws 
from the Principles he takes out, of Mr. Burnett is falſe 
and illogical. Since therefore Mr. Burnett aſſerts po- 
ſitrvely that there are Miracles, as is ſhewed.above, 
and nothing here produced out of him can infer or in- 
ſiruate the contrary : we may juſtly demand both in 
hu Nime, and in behalf both of _—— » Reaſon , 
and good Logique , that this part of the Premonition 
be returned intothe Place from whence it came, where 
it may ſtand with more Truth and Coherence ; and 
the Concluſion of the 7ran/{atoy left to ſtand-apart by 
it ſelf, as a bold and (I may fay) Impious Afſertion 
without any Proof. | 

But, not to wrong him, he has ſome Succedaurons 
Arguments in theeloſe of the Premonition: but theſe? 
as | before hinted, are only ſome. brief. Touches of 
waat we have after moreat large out of SÞinozs. ks 

at 
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That for God to work by a power immediate (orſuper- 
-natu bh )is incon/itent withandP Fable Fat pens ml 
the Fundamental Laws and Crnfl futlons of Nature. 
(Ic ſounds ſomewhat like to the King's Prerogative 
being inconſittent with. theFundamentul Laws Fees 
gerty and Priviledge.) That theſe Laws are the Aits 
of theDrvineIViſdom © extend themſebves ta whatever 
events be Þ.xtþ Walled andDecreed :, i has the power 
of Natare is 7:50 , as being one andthe ſame with 
the Power of God. He has one thing which he a (lerts 
beſides,that among all the Miracles related to be done 
in favour of the Iſraelites, there us not one that can be 
apodifically Demonſtrated to be repugnant to the eft- 
abliſhed Order cf Nature. Now here | am not bound 
to Demonſtrate it for his ſake, for two Reaſons. 1. 
Becauſe it were to provea Negative, 2.-Becaulſe his 
1.4in Ground (or Spinoza's rather ) why he denies 
all ſupernatural EffeRs.,-, is not upon account of his 
own 'great reach in Natural Philoſophy, whereby he 
could undertake to ſolve Mechanically all the eftes 
related in Scripture for Miraculous-; but from Argu- 
ments purely ab £m proving in his Opinion, 
the impoſſlbilicy of any ſuch thing as a Work above 
Natufe.' 'For to this he holds and not the other, as 
appears from þ. 2 1, of the Treatiſe where he concludes 
abſolutely (from his Arguments againſt the poſlibili- 
ty of Miracles,) That: al the Epents that are truly re- 
we to hagye come to paſo. proceeded ne- 
/ ' to the immutable Laws of Nature: 


lated rm Scyi 
celſurily acc 


ing be foiind which can be apoditti- 
rated bo be repuguant to thoſe Laws 
from them, we may [afely and | 
e not to have been diff. xted by 
D 2 D:. 


Ws that if any 
cally Deninſhy 
or not to have follow 
piouſly believe the ſa 
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Divine inſpiration , but impiouſly added to the Sg... 
cred Volumes by [acrilegions Mtn, So that unleſs the 
Scripture Miracles will ſubmit to his Touch-ſtone,, 
unleſs they will come and lay w—_ their Occult Qua- 
lities , and the whole plot and confederacy of thoſe 
natural Cauſes that combined to Effet them, he has 
an Index Expurgatorinus to blot their Names out of 
the holy Scripturc,and a Cburt of As ay for tholſc 
that relate them , to arraign them for SacriJedge and 
Impicty: But I paſs on to conſider cach part of the 
Treatiſe in order. 


The Treatiſe is divided between Mr. Eobbs and 


what be ha'from Co, 0.021, Mr. Hobbs | 25 50 as faras to the middle of 


;bc beg:mang of the third page , out © 


rhelyealte. 


the Chapter about Miracles, 
in the third Part of his Leviathan, He firſt explains 


the ſignification of the Word , from its Etymology 
and other words in facred and profane Writers © 
like import with it. From its Etymology he 
deduces that it ſignifies, A Work of God which men 
admire or wonder at, Then propoſes to enquire 
what works are ſuch , and reduces them to two 


kinds. 1. Such as are rare, awdthe like thereof fel- 
dom or never ſerm. 2. SnrÞ as we cannot conceive to 


Le produced 6 natural Cauſes , but only by Gods im- 
mediate hand. He gre ſome Iaſtances of both : 
An Oxe or an Horſe ſpeaking , preter-natural Births, 
the Converſion of a man into Stone, and the firſt 
Rainbow. that appeared. That ſuch Effet as theſe 
ſeem Miraculous, becauſe rare, or no natural cauſe 
of them conceivable. On the contrary, the Works of 
Art , however wonderful , not reputed to be Mira- 
cles , becauſe their Cauſes known. 


Upon 


Upon the ſame grount! heobſtrves, That the ſame 


thing 'may ſeem to be a Miricle to one'Man,: and not 
to another , in proportion to their-different degrees 
of Knowledge and Experience. So, Fe/ipſes Miracles 
to the vulgar, not to Philoſophers : Simple Men 
made to believe that others con know' their 'moſt ſe- 
cret Actions by Inſpiration, - when the more war 
and prudent perceive the juggle. So far Mr. Hobbs 
here, in his Leviathas he proceeds to aſſign another 
property of a Miracle, viz. That it be wrought to 
confirm the Divine Miſſion of ſome Prophet or other , 
and'then to give a definition of it : but there his Taan- 
f{4tor leaves him , and paſſes on to Sprindga- > \ 
Before we follow him thither , we may: reflect <a 
little. rt. Upon Mr. Hobbs's DoQrine. 2. Upon the 
uſe whereto he applies it. Mr. Hodb6s informs vs , 
What Works are by Men wondered at and . reputed 
miraculous 't He ' by. Inſtance, That they are 


ſuch as are rare #nd unuſual ,' or ſuch as we caghot 


conceive to proceed from Natural Caufes... 

He does not ſay , "That this is all that goes to the 
making of a Miracle , nor that this is the only Rule 
we have whereby to difcern what. EffeAs are ſuch : 
but that'this is enough to make things ſeem to men 
to be miraculous, and that a true Miracle' is indeed 


Riffediian wpey 
what Mr 
Hobb's [17 


an Effect rare and inexplicable , and ſomewhat more. . 


If he mean-otherwiſe, he contradicts himſelf ſoon 


after, when he defines a Miracle to be « Work of God 
(not conceived 9%; but really) beſide bis Operatie - 
4 


on by the way.'0 are ordained in the Creation © 
and hiſets from thence , That rt cannot be 1he Effeft 
of any thing but the immediate band of God. Yet, 
toclear all ; That a man cannot conceive fuch an Et- 
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lect to proceed from Natural Cauſes, niay bear a dou- 
bleſenle. 1. That he-is not capable of aſſigning the 
Natural Cauſeof it, or farther, of apprehending how 
it can be effected by-any. 2. That he clearly and die 
 (inftly pore that it is impoſſible to be produged 
by the Courſe of Nature. I grant that this is enough 
toallurea man that it isa Miracle ; but if he con- 
cludes it to be ſointhe other caſe, he is guilty. of 
preſumption in.meaſuring the extent of the force of 
Nature by the narrow reach of his own knowledge 
or capacity. 

This may prepare us to conſider the uſe whereto 
Mr. Hob6s's Doctrine is applied by his T7-4anf{utor. His 
Deſign is, before he come to Sprnoza's Arguments 
againſt the belicfof Miracles, to make a diſcovery of 
the Cauſes that introduced this grand Miſtake into the 
World. And thetirſt, as a Coroilary from Mr. Hob6's 
Dodtrine, he makes to be, Admiration, and that pro» 
ceeding trom theſe two Cauſes, Rtrity and [gnorance. 
That is , all the effeAs which the deluded World has 
miſtaken for Miracles, are ſuch as are only rare and 
unuſual, and inexplicrable,;: and the, Cauſes which 
make mankind ſo prone taadmitthem for Miracutous, 
are our ignorance of the-Cauſzs, .and want” of experi- 
ence and obſervation of the Effets of Nature. 

The ſecond cauſe which he Aſſigns of the belief of 
Miracles, is Juperſiziton, viz. That it is our hopes 
and fears which make us conceive :every unuſual E- 
vent in Nature to be the effe of an extraordinary 
Divine Power, fore-bodding to us ſome good or evil. 
And here he takes Jpzn0S4.1n hand , and we come at 
length to the main part of his Work,to which the reſt 
is only Preliminary , and with. what Bae 

10W 
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how much to-hi$ purpoſe, hath already been ſhewed.' 
Before 1 joyn Iſle with him about the main Point in' 
Controverlſy , I ſhall premiſe only this ſhort obſervati-- 
on , in regard to what he ſays of the Cauſes of the 
belief of Miracles, It may very well be granted him, 
that the generality of Mankind, who are the Ignorant 
and unthinking Sort, are very prone to admire and 
wonder at every conſiderable Effec of Nature,and to 
look upon it as proceeding from an extraordinar 
Power, and the immediate hand of God : And that 
the Cauſes of this may bextreir wantof knowledg and: 
expetience ,. and/their ſuperſtitious Hopes and Fears. 
But to infinuate thereupon'\the ſame to be the only 
ground of the belicf of any Miracles, is very Preſump- 
tuous as well as eatininh unleſs 1t could be evident- 
ly made out that: all Miracles areimpoſſible ; and to 
ſea how effectually that may be'done' is our'next - 
Work, vis: to examine the Method Whereini'p;/no=, 
and from him the Author of 1his ColitdHon,, attempts 
to demonſtrate it. | cha *ufoy 

Spinoze begins with: #brief Account -of 'the'chief Tr. p. ;. +, 5- 
Heads of this (as. he calls it) popular miſtake; and the | 
firſt Juthoys of.it.... Theſe he makes to be the People 
of the Jews, who to magnity their own Nation , as 
under a more peculiar care of the Divine - Providence 
than any other , and to ſet forth the greatneſs of the 
God they adored above the Gods of the Heathen, re- - 
counted to them what mighty Works he had done for - 
them , and how all the parts of Nature, which the 
Heathens Worſhipped,were under his Command and 
Controu). The particulars of this Error which he re- 
counts are theſe, That the ordinary ſort of Men think 
that God's Power and Providence does then moſt -e+ 


mimently 
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"rinently appear, when any thing bapprns contvayy 
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to what they concerve to be the Conrſe of Natwre. 
That thty think Nature's fwerving [rom her own 
[ aws, io be the beſt Argument for the - prin of a 
Neity. That they take tboſe perſans for Atheiſts, who 
attempt to deduce a Miracie' jrom Natgral' Cauſes. 
That i hey think God ſits 1dle when nature atts' in her 
uſual way, and Nature is ſuſpended, whenever 
God pleaſes to tmterpoſe. That they form in their 
brain a Notzon of two Powers numerically diflintf, 
tbe one of God , the other of Nature , underſtanding 
not _— tbe wr by ethiber. \And that 30 6-6 
they do parily.gut of ſuper ſtation, partly out of a dejire 
to eſe themſelves mi of De iſe ply þ Philoſo- 
phical heads. 

I need not ſtand to examune the Truth of this Ac- 
count : it appears to be purely Derlamatory,and not 
( which might have been more juſtly expeRted) a 
fair opening of the ſtate of the Queſtion,and a Decla- 
ration what hoſe of his Adverſaries hold concerning 
it, who take up the belief of Miracles upon better 

rounds than vulgar Prejudice and Superſtition. 
all have Occaſion to do that for 'him-in what fol. 
lows. 

He procceds therefore, and propoſes to do four 
things. | 

1. Toprove, that nothing in the World happens cor 
trary to Nature ,, but that Nature keeps an eternal, 
fixt, ana immutable Order. 

2. Toprove , that by Miracles we cannot know the 
Efence nor the Exiſtence, nor conſequently the Prove. 
dence of God: but that all theſe may bebriter known by 
the fixs and immutable Order of Nature. 
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3. To ſherw by inſtances out of the Scriptuve,, rhat 
by the Decrees and Vohitions, and conſequently the 
Provider of God, it underſlands wothing elſe but the 
very Order of Nature , which neceſſavily follotss from 
his eternal Laws. 

4. To treat of the manner of interpreting the Seripe 
ture Miracles , and what ts chiefly to be obſerved in 
the Relations about them; or ( as the Traſlator ) ts 
Jew that moſt Men have erred in the manner of in- 
terpreting the Miracles recorded in the holy Scvip- 

{ # / ep | 

Of theſe Four,the firſt onely tends direly toprove 
his Atlertion : the ſecond OQbliquely ſtrikes at the be- 
ing of Miracles , as it makes them no Evidences of 
the immediate Power and Preſence of God, | and fo 
wholely uſeleſs and inſignificant, as no Proofs of what 
they are deſigned for. The other two tend only: ei- 
ther to draw the Scripture to his ſide; or to'elude 
the force of the Arguments brought from thence a- 
gainſt him. 

1. He is to prove, That nothing in the World hap- 1.Pcopoticion. 
pens contraryto Nature., but that Nature keeps an 
eternal, fixt , and immutable Order. Before I come 
roexamine his Arguments, Iſhall 1. State whar is 
meant by Nature, and the Laws of it, * in this Con- 
troverſy. 2. Lay down the main Grounds whereupon 
the poſlibility of Miracles depends. 

i, What « the meaning of the Word Nutare, and What ir here 
the Laws of it in this Controverſy, A Miracle in the /**, 2 _- 
common acceptation of the Word, which $pinoza op» Les: of 

oſes, 1s taken tor a Work bz{4ie, above, or contrary 
to Natare , beſi1e the order, above the force, and con- 
trary tothe Laws of it. —_ theWord Nature miay bc 
taken 


The Ground 
#! the Poſſibility 


ef ef Miracles. 
= } 
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caken in,.many Significations. Eeither 1, For the Eſ- 


fence of any , but properly of. Material and Corrupti- 
ble Beings. Or 2. For the Aggregate of them, the Ma- 
terial World. Or 3. For the Author of Nature, God 
himſelf, called thence Natura Nirerans. Or Laſtly, 
For the 'Orderof the ſeveral Bodies 4 as thev act a- 


-movgitone anather, according to'thejrmnate'Powers 
#2. | \ 


and: Diſpoſitions. BER 

-i Now-the-acteption of the Word hereis for the Ap- 
gregateof Bodics inthe World, and the Order where- 
ig rhey at amongſt one another : And fo the Laws 
of Nature'wult be:, ' fuch as determine the Manner 
whetein Natural bodies a& among themfelves ; whe- 
ther-they be the general Lawsvf Motion, ' which de- 
termine how each _partiof Matter muſt 'be moved 
upon the occurrence of other Bodies, or particular 
Laws 'tmpretiedapon their ſeveral Natures, determi- 


ning each to at:inſuch or fuch a parricular manner. 


The;queition therefore abour:the poſſibility of Mira- 
cles, mult be this, [}/herher there can be any ſuchEffetts 
in the Muter: 1tWeurld,as are beſtac,above,or contrary 
to theOrd-r when Natural Bodies ave determined 
io atF among themſtiu?es':. 11.16. fuch Effedts as tran- 
ſcend their Power and |Efttcacy , and deviate from or 

arc repugnant to the.general. or particular Laws o 

motion determining them to ac. | 
2. Thc Queſtion therefore thus ſtated, I am to ſhew, 
what are ihe marn Grounds wherenponthePoſſibility 
of Miricl:s depends. And think it may be rational- 
iy deduced from thele Principles. God is able to ef- 
fect any thing which neither does , 1. Imply a Con- 
rradictioa in the Nature of the thing it ſelf ; nor 2. 
ls repugnant to the Nature of God and his infinite 
Per. 


( 27). 

Perfection... Omnipotence | is openly a:Pawoer tO, 
bring any thing to:Effect which does notimftly.s Gon» 
rradiction : and the Contradiction.muſt lion one, cr 
the other of theſe two. I am toſhew therefore that - 
2 Miracle, or a Werk above Nature is, not-impoſſible 
upon either, Aoequnt.. AL 1; bir oat) 93341 

1. A Miracle: foes. not imply, a: ContraditFion: in;, 7 Mr 
the Nature of the: Thing,Every Miraculongieffect is Cir vr. 10ion inthe 
ther a Produ@ion:of famething by 4SupernaturaiRows iN-areof the 
er or a Suſpenſion or utter Abolition of itsBeing,The:”"* 
thing, produced or deſtroyed: by Miracls g is;either 
Marter it, ſelf, or a Form, Quality ,Motian, of any'9-1 
ther Accident of it. 1, Matren';\ av ſuppoſe, -4 new, 
Portion of it created, beyond the:extent of this:World; 
or the Matter of this World;or any determinate Porti- 
on of it reduced to nothing. z; A»Fpremy Quality,Mo- 
tion or any other Accident of Matter ; as 9:3. 
God ſhould endue any:/part of Matter with: aForm , 
Quality, or any other Accident, : above or contrary 
to what it other wiſe might or ſhould have, by the 
courſe of Nature., 2; God ſhould:deveſt-any part of 
Matter of any Form, Quality,'Mogion, &c. . which o-: 
therwiſe it muſt kave/by, thie coutſf of Nature. - Two 
kinds of Miracles therefpre we-have;here 1 1. When 2 
portion of ' Matter is created a-new, qr reduced 
to nothing. 2. When a Form,Quelity,or Motion,or a- 
4ny ozher. Accident of-Matter,is praduced,i ſuſpended, 
ax defloyed in! a;Sypernaturat Manner. And to theſe, 
two are reducible. all Effects aboveor contrary to the! 
Order of Nature:;: as.the whole Frame and Order of 
Nature , is: made up of Matter, aad the Forms, Qua- 
lities, Motions, and:ather Accidents theveols, . hi 
_ Now aeuther of nheſdeiny lycs a Gonttadidtion 

Z cne 
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* imple; no the Nature'of The thing; 1. It does not imply a 
co" 15en f Contradiction for a Portion of Matter to be created a- 
:. new, or to be reduced to nothing. 

Matter in its own Nature is a Being poſſible and con- 
tingent : Poſſible, becauſe its 14e2 or Conception is not 
amere Chimera and a Notion that deſtroys it ſelf: con- 
tingent , becauſe it's Idea or Conception does not in- 
clude neceſſity of Exiſtence. 1f matter therefore be in 
its own Nature a thing poſſible, then (unleſs the Mat- 
ter of the preſent World be extended in :nfinit um 
(which is a Contradiction) there is (ti!| room and poſ- 
ſibility for mere to. be.created : but this muſt be by 
Miracle ,. quz.2 ex nihbtlo mil fit natuwaliter, Again , 
it matter be.inits own Nature a contingent being,the 
Mattor of the World, or any determinate Portion of 
it may ceaſe to be, :or be reduced to nothing, bur 
this too muſt be by Miracle, quza in nihilum nihil 
"overixur 1111 alter. Poldibile therefore it is in 
he Nature ot the thing for a Portion-of Matter to 

be created a-new, or reduced to nothing. 
2. It does not imply a Contradiction for a Form , 
No-fr 10 Quality, Motion, or other Acadent of Matter to be 
tom t% 7  produccd, ſuſpended, or deſtroyed in a Supernatural 
«1: 14,0199 manner, For inſtance , the Form of a Serpent to be 
'- 1 £*3%. produced , and again deſtroyed, in Aarons Rod: the 
 .. formandqualities of Phoodzin the Waters of the Ne; 
+... of Lice,in the Duitof the Earth; of Wine, inthe Wa. 
EY ter at the Marriage Feaſt at Cana of Galilee. The qua« 
lities and powers of Szg/t inthe Blind, Hearing in the 
Deaf, Speech in the Dumb, Sirengh in the Lame, 
Health in theSrch, Life in the Dead:laſtly the form of 
Bread, or the very Humane Nature -it ſelf in the 
Mmaner of a Stover © The motion bf Tex degrees back- 


LY 
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ward, inthe Sun, for a Sign to Hezekiah , and the : Kings :0-e. 


Suſpenſion of his Natural Motion for a conſiderable '" 


time , ar the requeſt of Fo/hva, the production or j0q. 19. v. 13; 


determination of Fire from Heaven, at the Word and 
Prayer of E/1zah, upon his Sacrifice, and the Captains 
Ec. ſent to apprehend him: and the ſuſpenſion of the 


i Kings 18. 38. 


ation of Fire in Nebuchadnezzar's Furnace. The : Kings 1.9, 


production or determination of the Wind to bring the 
Locuſts , and drive them back, and to force back the 


waters of the Red-Sea: at the fretching forth of rx. ic. 12, 
Moſes's Rod: And the cea/ing of the Wind and Storm + > 


at our Satiours command, 

In all theſe Inſtances there is nothing done , bur 
only a Form, Quality, Motion , or the like, produ- 
ced, ſuſpended, or deſtroyed in the parts of Matter , 
by a Power above Nature. And that rothing of all 
this implies any Contradiction in the Nature of th- 
thing » may be thus made to appear. Matter in its 
own Nature is indifferently ſuſceptible of any Form or 
Qualities imaginable , and therefore is in it ſelf capa- 
ble at any rime of being without thole Forms an] 
Qualities which it has,or of having any others inſtead 
thereof. Capable it is of being withour any particular 
Forms & Qualities which it has,becauſe they are each 
of them contingent & accidental to Mattcr conſidere1t 
in its ownNature:For inſtance,that it ſhould have ſuch 
Magnitude, Figure, Texture,Order and Sciruation, Mo- 
tion or Relſt of its ſenſible or inſenſible parts, a1d con» 
ſtiture a Body of ſuch a particular Nature , endowed 
with ſuch and ſuch Qualities peculiar to ir. Capable 
likewiſe it is at any time of having anyForms or Qaa- 
lities indifferently, becaule in its own Nature conſi- 
dered it is ſuſceptible of any, and in it's own Nature 
conſidered , not determined to receive any one more 

| than. 
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chan another. Now if this be ſo, it is then poſſible 
for any Form or Quality to be produce, in any part 
ot Matter , at any time ; or to be ſuſpended', or de- 
ſtroyed utterly, in that Body which is endued with it: 
and conſequentiy for any part of Matter to be endued 
with ſuch a Form or Quality, which othcrwiſe it 
it could or ought not to have by the Courſe of Nature ; 
"nn or, on the other hand to be deveſted of that Form or 
Quality, which otherwiſe by the. Courſe of Nature it 
"= muſt have had and kept. For inſtance,the water at the 
Marriage Feaſt in Cana of Galilee, could not at the 
bare Word or Will of Chriſt by the Courſe of Nature 
have its Form changed into the Form of Wine, and 
yet the Matter in it s own Nature was capable of re- 
cciving the Formot Wine, and capable too of bein 

without the Form of Watcr , though left to it ſelf and 


- a> 
, 
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| the Order of Natureit mult have kept it. If capable 
of loſing the one and receiving the other, then it was 
'h poſſible for it to be turned from the one into the 0- 


ther : if poſſible, then within the Sphere of Om71:p0- 
tence to elfeCt it : by a Miracle though, Q71:4 quid lin 
litet ncn fit ex quolibet Naturaliter. 

41! Moen The like may be ſaid of Motion in Matter: it is 
n Matter capa. Wholely contingent and accidential to jt. It might 
ble of berg /*/- j11 it's own Nature conſidered have for ever been with- 
Praia arr oye k . , 
ry "out it, and fa have continued one great unwieldy 

Maſs : now it has ſo great a quantity of Motion im- 
preiled, yer all its part may be again reduced to reſt, 
not by the Courſe of Nature indeed, but yet by a 
Power working above and contrary to Nature. i To 
preſs this further home, The whole order of Nature, 
ever ſince the Production of it, has depended upon 


the Motion firſt imprefied upon the parts of Matters 
and 
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and the Power given them to transfer their Motions 
from oae to another : for hereupon depends all the 
Variety of-Forms and Qualities, all the various Pro- 
duQionsin the World , Wherein the Order of Nature 
conſiſts. Now this Motion, and this Power of tranſ. 
ferring and communicating it, was at firſt contingent, 
and ſo might not have been impreſſed upon Matter , 
is contingent ſtill , and ſo may be now deſtroyed, and 
then what bc mes of the Order of Nature. 

There are therefore things poſſible which it is a- 
bove the power of Nature to &ffet, as the creation 
of Matter, fc, Other things which are contrary to 
Nature and it's eſtabliſhed Order, as the annihilati- 
on of the Matter of the whole World, the ſuſpenſion 
of that Motion in the parts of Matter, where- 
upon the whole Order of Nature depends, the 
Production of any Form or'Qualities in ®Matter, 
how ſoever in the Order of Nature unqualified to re- 
ceive them, &c. In a Word, The Matrer of the whole 
World, and every Form, Quality , and Motjon,of Bo- 
dies therein are things contingent, and ſo capable ei- 
ther not to be, or to be othewiſe. And conſequently 
the whole Frame and Order of Nature may be altered, 
ſuſpended, or reduced into nothing. A Mrraclethere- 
fore ,. which is ſoine of theſe EffeQs, Jors not imply a 
ContradiftFion in the Nature of the Thing. | 

2. A Miracle «.not rej upnant to the Nature if God, he produtti- 
and hu infinite Perferons. Not to his Pow:c:', be- OG 
cauſeit is the Effect of it , and not of a Principle op- the Nature of 
poſing it ſelf to him. Not to his J«{/zce, becauſe all *- 
Nature is his own: nor his Goodneſs becauſe never 
made uſe of but to the beſt purpoſes. But rather high» 


jy Serviceable to both, as it pleaſes him to make "mw 
O 
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of 1t eather to execute Judgment upon notorious Sin 

ners in an exemplary manner, or to defend and prote& 
the Innocent and Pious Man by the moſt ſignal jn- 
ſtances of Providence and mercy. Not to his J/:ſdom, 
becauſe the frame and order of Nature is admirably 
jirted ro the ends of it : but Miracles are ordained 
tor higher purpoſes and ſpecial and emergent occaſi- 
ons. For inſtance, if God be pleaſed to reveal himſfelt 
to Man in an extraordinary manner, to enter into a 
new Covenant with us, and to propound to us new 
Terms of' favour and reconciliation; to authorize 
ſome holy and inſpired Perſons to be his Meſſengers 
and Embaſladors from Heaven, and to attcit their 
Commiſſion by his Letters of Credence; nay to cloath 
himſelf with Humane Nature, and yet to dart forth 
the Rays of his Divinity through the vail of Fleſh. 
Upon theſe grand and important occaſions , what ſure 
ark] infallible Evidence can we have that God himſelf 
ſpeaks to us either by his Prophets or his Sor , but by 
a Miracle? but by Nature's ſitting down and being ſu- 
ſpended a while, to ſhew that one greater than Na- 
ture & there , that God himſelf is then preſent by his 
immediate extraordinary Power as well as Revelation? 
It is not therefore ( as Jpin02a below profanely ſup- 
oeſts) that God has created Nature ſo imfotent, and 


given her Laws and Rales jo barren , as that hes 


compelled ſometimes to belp her by new Ordinances and 
Supplies of Vertuegn order to her Support and Conſer- 
v.aion, and that things may ſucceed according to hy 
intentention and deſign - It 1s not,l ſay, upon this Ac- 
count that God has obliged himſelf to Work a M:racle 
upon ſpecial occafions ; but becauſe Naturc was only 
fitted tothe ends of Nuture, and ſupernatural and ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary means prov{Þis,cither the Law.of Natural 
and ſupernatural. Nor laſt,or Humane Inſtitution, 

racle in any wiſe repugnant tot 'branches of\it z are: 
Divine Nature or Counſel, as if hexhom they- were 

novo, ex tempore, and upon the ſuddeg conſtant and 
has by one eternal immutable A of his Whs. firſt vio- 

the Otder of all events Natural or above NaturE.qaily 

this will appear more clearly in the Anſwer l ſhall ge 

to his Arguments, to which | now come. 

His Propoſition to be proved is, That nothing hap. 
pens contrary to Nature, but Nature keeps an eternal, 
fuxt , and immutable Order. | 

His Arguments tor the proof of this Propofitian are Tr. p. 5. 
WO, . 

1. Becauſe the Laws of Nature are the Deerees Spinora's 4r- 
of God, and therefore involve eternal necefity 
iruth, | of F705 ef 31 Wor] 

2. Becauſe the Power of Nature i the Pawer of God, 
and therefore as infinite as God himſelf. - 

1. Becauſe the Laws of Nature are the Decrees of 


God, &c. 5 I iy 
[n the proſecution; of this Argument ; it will ap« 4s: «. 
pear: [1320000 | 


1. That he takes the Word Nature in another ſenſe 


than this Queſtion properly admits. 
2, That his Argument as it proceeds upon his own 
Principles, terminates direRly in flat Arb-:ſme or 


1dolatry. 
3+ Thar; ſetting aſide his own Principles , his Ar- 
gument may 1n ſome ſenſe be true, and yet not infer 
thetruth of his Concluſion. . | 
1. He takes the Word Niture in axother feuſe than ti thi 4r- 
ibs Q;eftign properly admits. By Nature (as | ſhowed 5707 be tots 
J above) ture in ancher 
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of 1t ether to execute Judgment upon notorious Sin 
ners in an excmplary manner, or to defend and prote& 
the Innocent and Pious Man by the moſt ſignal in- 
ſtances of Providence and mercy. Not to his l/:ſdom, 
becauſe the frame and order of Nature is admirably 
jirted ro the ends of it : but Miracles are ordained 
tor higher purpoſes and ſpecial and emergent occaſi- 
ons. For inſtance, if God be pleaſed to reveal himlſelt 
to Man in an extraordinary manner, to enter into a 
new Covenant with us, and to propound to us new 
Terms of favour and reconciliation; to authorize 
ſome holy and inſpired Perſons to be his Meſſengers 
and Embaſladors from Heaven, and to atteit their 
Commiſſion by his Letters of Credence; nay to cloath 
himſelf with Humane Nature, and yet to dart forth 
the Rays of his Divinity through the vail of Fleſh. 
Upon theſe grand and important occaſions , what ſure 
add infallible Evidence can we have that God himſelf 
ſpeaks to us either by his Prophets or his Sor. , but by 
a Miracle? but by Nature's ſitting down and being ſu- 
{pended a while, to ſhew that one greater than Na- 
ture #& there , that God himſelf is then preſent by his 
immediate extraordinary Power as well as Revelation? 
It is not therefore ( as Sp;n024 below profanely ſup- 
ceſts) 1hat God has created Nature ſo im/otent, and 


geiven her Laws and Reles ſo barren , as that he «- 


compelled ſometimes to belp her by nexw Ordinances and 
Srpplies of Vertuen order to her Support and Conſer- 
von, and that things may ſucceed according to his 
intentention and deſign + It 1s not,l ſay, upon this Ac- 
count that God has obliged himſelf to Work a Miracle 
upon ſpecial occafions ; but becauſe Nature was only 
fitted tothe ends of Nature, and ſupernatural and ex- 

traordinary 
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traordinary means provided far Ends extraordinary 
and ſupernatural. Nor laſtly,l[sthe Working of a Mi- 
racle in any wiſe repugnant tothe immmutab: ity of the 
Divine Nature or Counſel, as if he ARM therein de 
novo, ex lempore, and upon the ſudden + becauſe he 
has by one eternal immutable Ad of his Will, -ſertled 
the Order of all events Natural or above Nature. Bux 
this will appear more clearly in the Anſwer l ſhall givs 
to his Arguments, to which I now come. 

His Propoſition to be proved is, That nothing hap. 
pens contrary fb Nature, but Nature keeps an eternal, 
foxt , and immutable Order. 1 | 

His Arguments for the proof of this Propoſition are T:.. p. . 
Wo, p 
1. Becauſe the Laws of Nature are the Deerees $pinora's 4r- 
of God, and therefore involve eternal necefſity : and £m" forthe 
truth, ! 40 #197044 N 

2.Becauſe the Power of Natnre i the Pawer of God, 
and therefore as infinite as God himſelf. FO 

1. Becauſe the Laws of Nature are the Decrees of ; 
God, &c. by 

In the proſecution; of this Argument; it will ape Arg: 1, 

ear: | 5B 4s 22 ] 
; 1. That he takes the Wdrd Nature in another ſenſe 
than this Queſtion properly admits. 

2, That his Argument as it prgceeds upon his own 
Priniciples , terminates direAly in flat Arb-:ſme or 
Idolatry. | 

3+ Thar; ſetting aſide his own Principles , his Ar- 
gument may in ſome ſenſe be true, and yet not infer 
the truth of his Concluſion. 

i. He takes the Word Niture in axother fonſe thaw tt thi 4r- 
thy Q;ftign properly admits. By Nature (as I ſhowed 5709! te take 

F above) cure in ancher 
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4:11:14 above) is meant here, the whole aggregate and com- 


Nue ſton ad- 
$7711 


Thcolog. Polit. 
C. (. P. 10e., 


His Propefit i- 


pages of Bodies in the World, and the Order where- 
in they at; amongſt one another. In this ſenſe 
theretore Sſno2z.2 muſt be preſumed to prove, That 
nothing happens contrary'to Nature, which whether 
he does or no will immediately appear. In the Con- 
cluſion of this firſt Argament , to thele Words, N:b:/ 
igitur in Nutura contingit , quod ip fins Legibus uni» 
verſalibus repugnat, &c. He lubjoyns this Marginal 
Note, N. B: me hic per natur.m non intelligere ſolam 
materiam eju(q; affetiiones, (cd pretcr materiam aua 
infinita. The Tranſlator, I confels, has it not (whethgr 
omitted as impertinent only , or as that which would 
too openly diſcover the weakneſs of his reaſoning, [ 
do not determine ) but I ſhall rake leave to conlider 
what he has as Sp:-noz2's and not his own. 

Now if Spinoza take the Word Nature in fogreat 


;f he rake the 4 Latitude'as to underſtand by it: an infinite number 


Mord in thu 
ſoxje , bu! wet 
to the Queſtion. 


of other things befides Matter, he may &nd it pretty 
eafie toreduce all things within its compaſs : and if he 
*make the Laws of N.iture in his ſenſe of ſo great ex- 
tent, it may'behard for anything not to fall within 
their Circuit and Juriſdition : but then the Philoſo- 
pher's way of Arguing will be as much beſide the 
Queſtion, as a Miracle is beſide Nature. 

 » The Schoolmen where they treat of Laws, make the 
firſt divifton of them into the Erernal Law , and thoſe 
that arc derived from it. The Eternal two-fold. i.The 
Order whereby God eternally decreed to doall things. 
2+ The Order which he decreed to preſcribe ro: his 
Creatures, to be obſerved by them according to their 
ſeveral Natures and Conditions. The latter is branch- 
ed out in theſe particulars,the Law of Natuyal Agents, 
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of Angels.and Mcn;and this,either the Law. of Natural 
Reaſon, Divine Revelation, .or Humane Influtution. 
This ſecond Eternal Law , and the'branches th z.arc: 
ſuch as that the ſeveral Agents to whom they- were 
viven, may ſwerve from and not Att in a conſtant and 
uniform obedience to them, So. the Angels firſt vio- 
lated -their Law ; then, Mankind theirs, «the daily 
do all Laws Natural and Poſitive, Divine and Hymane. 
The ngtura] Agents indeed, as not endued with free- 
dom of Will, obſerve one conſtant Order and Tenor if 
left to themſelves : yet may either ceaſe to At, or 
Act otherwiſe, it God 1n his eternal parpeſe think 
fit tointerpoſe , who can then either ſuſpend their O- 
perations, or determine. them. to at beyond their 
Sphere, beſide their uſual courſe, and contrary to their 
natural tendencies and the Laws of their Motion. But 
the farſt Eternal Laws is of univerſal extent, and holds 
inviolably. Nothing can fall out beſide,above,or con- 
trary to it. It direCs touts own grand purpoſes what- 
ever ſtrayes from the particular Laws of its Creatian, 
draws good out of evil, afd makes all Events conſpire 
to the ſetting forth ot the Glory of God. ' lt ordains 
the ſins of lapſed Angels and Men, to the irrevoka- 
ble Damnation of the firſt , and the Redemption of 
the latter , by the moſt ſurprizing-and myſterious 
Methods of love and mercy. It provides for a 
ſuppliment to the loſt or decayed light of Nature, the 
Revelations of Law and-Gofſpel by. Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, our bleſſed Saviour and his ” aan and to 
atteſt their Divine Authority and Miſlion, ordains Na- 
ture toad above or contrary to her ſelf by an obedren- 
ttal Power. The ſame Eternal AQ of the Divine 
Counſel decreeing the FQg uction of miraculous Efiets 
Wo ups 
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upon emergent occaſions, which firſt determined 


into Atthe whole Frame and Order of Nature! 


We ſee here an Univerſal [2 from whence all 


things follow,and contrary to which nothing does or 


can fall our. An Order eternal, fixt and immutable , 
ſet down with himſelf by that Supream being , 
who <workerh all things ng Ty Bu\ty 53 War. wor) 
That by this he hath appointed times for + Mira. 
culous and Supernatural Effects, as well as this dating 
Period tor. the conſtant and ſettled operations ofNature. 
If this be SprnoS4's Law of Nature,where he extends 
the Signufication of that Word infinitely beyond the 
compaſs of the material World, and the order where- 
by Natural Bodies ac therein ; his Propoſition may 
be true, That nothing falls out contraryto Nuture, 
but N'uture &: eps an eternal, fixt,and immutable Order. 
But then, 1. He takes the Word Nature in a different 
ſenſe from all the World beſides ; 2.' Wholely leaves 
the Queſtion about the poſſibility of Miracles,that be- 
ing conſiſtent with the Truth of hts Propoſition iftaken 


in that ſenſc. : 
And I wiſh his ſenſe were ſo Orthodox as this I have 


»ar a '*- hinted, and that all his fault were only that he has 
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miſtaken the ſtate of the Queſtion , and the OI. 
of the Terms of it. But it will appear far otherwiſe 
when we come to examine upon what Principles his 
Argument proceeds. 

His Argument is this, The Laws of Nature are the 
Trcrees of God,and therefore involve etgrnal neceſſity 
and truth. Ergo, nothing can fall out contrary to Na. 
ture, but Nature keeps an eternal, fixt, and immuta- 
ble Order. The ground of the Argument lies in this, 


That whatever God Wills orDecrees,involves eternal 


neceſſity 
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neceſſity and truth, For the proof whereof 7x04 
referrs us to his Fourth Chapter. The Arvument . RI 
, R . ogicoePolit. 
which he brings for itthere, 1s drawn from 1he Tden. c., p. 1c. 
ity be Divine Will and Underſlanding, and it 
roceeds thus, All the difference between the Under- : 
anding and Will of God is, he ſays, onely in our 
conception , and that in this manner , Ie conceive 
God tounderfland any thing, as, for inſtance, the Na- ms 
tureof a Trianele, when we regardovly this, That the 
Nature (v. c.) of a Tr1angle 15 cont 1ned eternally in the 
Divine Niture as an eternal Truth We conceive God to 
will the ſame thing, when we regard this farther,That 
the Nature (v. c.) of a Triangle s ſocontained in theDi. 
Vine,not upon account of the neceſſiy of the nature of a 
Triangle it ſelf, but upon account of the wecefity of the 
Divine Nature : and that all the neceſſity of the na-- 
ture of a Triangle and its {7 fre. as they are cone 
cerved as eternal Truths, depends not upon the nie- 
ceſſity of its own Nature, but tbe Divine. $So that 
for God to Will or Decree any thing, is forthe ſame 70 
be contained neceſſarily in the Divine Nature , by 
reaſon of the neceſſity of it , as aneternal truth : And 
therefore, Whatever God wills or decrees tmpolves e- 
ternal truch and neceſſity. I: 
This is his Principle, which he borrows from his 
Fourth Chapter , and we ſee it is grounded: upon a 
particular Notion which he had formed in his Brain 
of the Divine Will and Underſtanding. This conceit 
he daes not farther explain or make out in his TratFa- 
tus Theologico-Politicus ; and therefore, to run up 
his Argument to the head , 1 ſhall conſult. his Opera 
Poſthuma for a Scheme of his Principles from whence 
to deduce it, - There, in the Firſt Part. of his Ethials, 
which 
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which treats de Deo, hs has this DoQrine, That there 
's but one Subſtance in theIForld, and that is God. 


* That God 1s a Subſtance abſulutely infinite, i. ey a 


ubſluin'e endued with an infinite number of Attri- 
butes , each infinite , each &1ſplaying his tnfinite Eſ- 
[-r.ce; Iwo whereof are known to is, Crgat ation and 
Extenſion. That from the mcceſſity if the infnite Ef- 
[-rce and Attributes of Grd do proceed (as properiirs 
ſrom an emanative cauſe) infinite Mogrs:- wherein 
the Divine Nature and Attributes do ſubput and at. 
That. Nature axd all created Beings are only theſe 
various Modes wherein the Divine Eſſciice and A; 
tributes do neceſſarily diſplay themſelves « In parts- 
cular that all Bodtes and finite Spirits are only vari-' 
ous Modes of thoſe two rnfinite Attributes in God, Ex- 
{enjion And Cogtt ation, 

And from theſe Principles we may indeed deduce 
not only his conception of what it isin God to un- 
derſtand and towill : but many other Conſequences 
admirably agreeable to Relrgzoun and Right Reaſon. 
Ay, 1. That God is an extended Subſtance , and cx- 
tenſion infinite. 2. That God is the emanative cauſe 
of all finite Beings, and they therefore really 
and identically containcd in the Divine Nature, and 
the fame with him. 3. That God ſubſiſts in all Bo» 
dies and finite Spirits , as a Subſtance under its neceſ- 
ſary Modes flowing from its Eiſence : and therefore 
both he himſclf material and bodily , as being extend- 
ed, andevery body in Nature a part of him. So, that 
now weeclcarly ſee the ground whereupon . Sp:noza 
ailerts, Th,it notbing can happen contrary to Nature : 
Viz. becauſe God and Nature are one and the ſame, 
(Add Nature ſubſiſtent, and Nature God 6 

n 
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And why he ſays, That for God to will or decree 7 

ny thing , « for the thing tobe contained in his Nature 

as an eternal truth flowing frem the neceſſity of it, viz. 

becauſe his Will is only that of an emanative cauſe, 

and every thing which weconceive produced by the 

Divine Will, is ſo only inregard that it flows neceſ- 

farily from his Eſſence , as light in the Sun , and hggrt 

in the Fire from their very nature. And ſo likewiſe 

his underſtanding of the tame thing , is only that he 

ſees its neceſſary Exiſtence proceeding from the nc- 

ceſlity of his own Nature. 

Here we have a full diſcovery of his Senſe and 

Scope in this Arguments and it plainly terminates 

in one of theſetwo, Atheiſm or Idglatry, For to 

make God and Nature the ſame thing, is either to 

advance a Creature into the place of  Gad , or (what 

Tully ſays of Epicurns ) Oratione relinguere Denm, 

re Zollere. T-ſhall not therefore proſecute his Argu- »: Namur 

ment , ſofar, as to confute him through the whole Porn |. 1 

Set of his Principles : nor take my ſelf to be obliged, 

ia order to prove the poſlibility of a Work above Na- 

iure, togo ſo far about as to prove firſt the Being of 

a God above it. But Is Argument may deſerve a lit-  4r2»mer, 

tle Conſideration , ſetting aſide his Principles, and | <amzy wg 
* *that only in order to ſtate how far the Laws of 5crru, and yur 
Natare may be granted to be the Decrees and Voliti- wg at 
ons of God, and whether and how far thereupon they | 


: cluſion 
involve eternal neceſſity and truth. 


His Argument therefore isin form this, Whatever 
God Wills or Decrees , mvolves eternul neceſſity ard 
truth, The Laws of Nature-are the Decrees and Vo- 
litions of God. E. They involve eternal | neceſſity and 
eruth;, E. Nothing can fall out-coutrary to them, 

. | The 


| (40 ) 
The Laws of Nature may be conſidered as in Nature 
it It, or as in the Authorof it. In Nature it ſelf 
they ſignifi: the dererminations of Bodies toact in ſuch 
| or ſuch 4 manner. ln the Author of it they ſiynifie 
& thoſe Decrecs whereby the Order of Nature is efta- 
[ Lied, and particular Bedies detesgmined to aCt in 
|@gi) a particular manner. In this Senſe, [ grant that 
| the-Lawsot Nature are the Decrees and Volitions of 
i (0/4, And how they are fo, and how far thereupon 
| thev may be conceived to involve eternal neceſſity 
aid irith , may appear from theſe Conſiderations : 
\w het. 1. That there 1s one grand Univerſal Law , De- 
« V1.reare Cree, and Purpole of the Divine Will, whereby he 
pos eternally fet down with himſelf the Order wherein 
»a! 19u:h., to work all things. This Conception is moſt agreeable 
to the ſimplicity and immutability of the Divine Na- 
ture. To his ſimplicity, that as his Nature, ſo the 
At of his Will , ſhould be perfectly one, and not 
f mulrtiplicd z: ;ufinitum in proportion tothe variety of 
| Effects ordained and regulated by it. To his immuta- 
bility , that we ſhould not ſuppoſe him to be daily 
enacting new Laws and Decrees, but that he works 
all things by a Decree co-eternaFto himſelf. And this 
Conception 1s cleared by our parallel apprehenfions a-_ 
bout the Divine Underſtanding. The Objects there- 
of are temporary, yet the Act of his Knowledg where- 
by he ſces them eternal : they are manitold and vari- 
ous , yet that ſimple and uniform. Thcretore as by 
one Act of his Underſtanding he ſees a4 eaterno all 
things future in their ſeveral times, ſo by one Actfof 
his Will he ordains them all. 
2. That in this univerſal Law arc included, Secux- 
gum noſirum concipiends modum, many yy = 
3 x WS 
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Laws ara Decrtcs eſtabliſhing the Order "of 'particy. 
Iar;Eyents ; :neceilary and contingent, \matural 'ard 
above Nature, initheir particular times' and plates. 
.-2. That theſe. particutar Laws and/Decrees bave 
—_ (in ſubordination'to the univerſal) 'a limited und 
determinate compaſs of times , places,” andevents, 
wherein they; take efleR. 2); (15 it 
4. That yet cach-ofithem toes certainlytake: effedd 
within that determinate compaſs.to-whichitys limit 
ed. Andtherefore | 11,019 915-51 160 81d 
5. That a Propoſition. declaring that ſuch a, Kaw! 
and Decree will certainly take effec, is true; and the' 
truth'of it neceſſary,and a4 #tcrno by: vertue: ofithat: 
Law and Decree; i; 1 , oral 4 {11 2? 01 2100) 
6. That yet as the Lawit ſelf -and thei Decree is / 
ſo is the neceſſary and eternal Truth of »that-Propoſi- 
tion : V/2, It is neceſlary and true ab & ron, tharthis: 
Law and-Decree ſhall tak&effet withirbehatdefermbb 
nate compaſs of times, places, and events, '\therets it 
is limited, and'no further. .;- -*: 1.074519 24 01 
Now the Laws an Decrees.by. which the Order of 
Nature is eſtabliſbed, , are ſuch. particular Laws and 
Decrees; and ſuch 44:theiri «teraal Truth and:Neceſi-: 
ty. For-Inſtance, The motion-of. the Sun is aa Qcdi-- 
nance in Natute, proceeding from: Gods Will: and: 
Decree : Yet ſo limited (in ſubordination to-his .uni- 
verſal Law and Purpoſe) to 4 determinate ; compals , 
as got to take xfſect at! ſome; paints'of- (ame [within 
that.peried:for. which Nature;1s;cftabliſhed: 1 mean. 
at_that -time z-when the Sun iſtoodeſtilt». at.” Foſbwa's 
word ,' and whenitwent back: ſomany wegrees for" a 
ſign to King Hegttiah) So;that the ſame univerſal 
Purpoſe anq Decgts:of God: ſettle the order _ 
” 8) cag 


(42) 
:1e Suns motion , and thereupon it be neceſſary and 
true ab &ierno that the Sun ſhall move in this Order ; 
and yet withal ordain , that at ſuch times notwith- 
ſtanding the Sun ſhould ſtand flill or go back, and 
thereupon it be as neceſſary and true 4b z#terno, that 
at thoſe: points of time the San ſhould po back or 
ſtand ſtill. The Laws therefore of Natural Agents 
may 11 this ſenſe be the Derzrers of God, and involve 
eternal neceſſity and truth ; and yet it may be poſſi- 
ble for ſome certain effects to fall out contrary to 
them, viz. without that compaſs within which 
they are limited to take effet, and no farther. But 
if SpinoZa will have it, [That whatever God wills to 
come to paſs in ſuch a time , myſt therefore be al- 
ways ;'or, that whatever Order God ſettles for ſach 
a rminate compaſs, muſt, becauſe he wills and 
ſettles it:, holdeternally : I deny that in this ſenſe e- 
very: Exw and Decree of. God involves eternal Ne- 
ceſſecy and Trutb. | | 

It is eternally neceſſary and true, That whatever 
God Decreesto be, ſhall be: 'if he decree any thing 
td be and endure to perpetuity , it is eternally true 
and neceſſary that it ſhall be perpetually; if he de- 
cree it to ſuch a compals, it is a6 £terno necellary 
and true that it ſhall hold ſo long , and his Decrce or 
thetruth and neceſſity of the Effet, conſequent there- 
upon, isnot violated if it hold no-longer. 

. So much therefore may be ſaid in Anſwer to: his 
fwit Argument to prove that Nothing ran happen con- 
irary to Nature, &c. The Sum is; That he miſtakes 
the meaning of the Terms of the Queſtion- That he 


makes Nature the ſame with God, and fo. (beſides 
his taking the word in a ' ſenſe of his own) he in' ef- 


fect: 


'('43 ) 
fe& rejeQs the Exiſtence of a Deity in Order to over- 
throw the belief of Miracles. Liftly;* That 'in' the 
ſenſe wherein I have conſidered his Argument, it 
may be true, and yet his Concluſion not follow 
from it. Es TR. ny 

His Sccond Argument is, Becauſe the Pbryt#"of Spinoun'sf 
Niuture « the power of God, tinil thryefort as infiuite 4 Argumas 
as himſelf. E. Nothing can fall out without its com- pup. 
paſs , or contrary 10 2, Bp ao EG Tr. p. ». 

His ground whereupon he proceeds jri'' this Argu- 
meat is to be fure the very ſaric coneeptſ6n of rhe 
Divine Natore, 'v/2. Ttiat Natarg'ts hbching But 4n 
infinite variety 'of Modifications'vf the Divine Eſſence, 
and the power of it conſequently noting but the 
infinite fecundity of the Divine Eſſence 'Heterth 


inir 

it neceſſarily to exert it ſelf in aJl' the infinite vari 

of the modes of its' being: ' 1 ſhall therefoft ont 

give this Argument ſo much conſideration as it may 
require”, ſetting _— ahecron peo The power of 
Nature isthe forceWMat [natural cauſes have''to a& 
each in their ſeveral ominners, ''and [the''vertoe and 
efficary of the whole atifing fron the joynt' ebncur- 
rence of the ſeveral parts in their diſtini{t Qgerations : 
This , to ſpeak properly , ts all relolved into a Viſme- 
trix impreſſed upon matter, enabled to a@& by Gods 
Power , and determined to doit: fer Þ 6c ' This 
therefore certainly 'mult be different'.frym''the power 
of its Author, 'in #5 much as the powers truſt be dif 
ferent if rhe Sabjes differ to which, titey bel 
But grantingthart the power of Nature” is v:1rtus 


and origionally ( thoygh not formally ) the Divine 
For Nate as 7 ln ent; «+ 


Power exerting 1H{Eff 10? > oſt 
Yet it n6 more TvHows thefeuptht\, that the power 
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of Niture miſt be intinite, thea it foilows that be- 
caule the motion of the Sun is the motion of Na- 
ture , theretorc it is of as great extent as the motion 
of the whole frame of Nature beſides. Or becauſe 
the Power that moves the hand'is the power of the. 
Soul , that theretore the who!c Sphere-of the Souls 
Power in the Body. 1s. no larger than the hand. The 
Argument 1s from. a partzculir to an univerſal, Gods 
power, though ſimple and indiviſible , is yet unli- 
mitcd. It, may 8& far beyond.that compaſs wherein 
it,does ,, and therefore infinizly beyand the limits of 
Nature, , It exertsat ſalt both-in.a natural and ſuper- 
natural way ; and both Kinds of effes proceed from 
one and the ſame indiviſible omnipatence + which 
no morg multiplied by the varicty of effects that 
flow from. itz. than the power of the Soul as it moves 
the hands , and, the fect, the eyc, and the 

tongue. | 
Theſe are all the Arguments : he brings for the 
proof , of lis firtt Propoſition. « reſt' 1s the Con- 
clu:ion he draws trom the whole , 245. What a AM. 
racle as : lag being oved that all Supernatural 
Pies argimpollible) # Miracle can be only an effect 
inexplict8le y..0ur own obſeruation , or the Princ- 
ple of Nature, known to us. Having therefore prove 
that ſupernatural Effects. are not impoſſible, and. 
anſwered his Arguments fop the, contrary, 1 may 
take leave to draw a Concluſion contradiftory to his, 
That a Miracle -is not only what- he ſays, butan Et- 
fe beſide , above-or.contrary to the Order of Na- 
Lure. x lad 
' The ſecond thing he undertakes is, To. prove that. 
ky Mgr aches we cannot know the Eſſence, Exiſtence, 
or 


("45 


or Providence God: but that all tht{e-may be bet- 
ter known ly the fixt ard immutable Orgs of; Nut 
ture. His Deſign in this ſeems to be to;deſtiroy .the 


. 


Authority and Credit of Miracles, by ſhewiog, that 
they are not proofs ſufficient of what they: are.de. 
ſigned for. But in the ſraming ofthis Propofition, he 
miſtakes the end, for which they are deſign. For 
1, The deſion of Miracles is not to.make a diſcoyc- 
very (at leaſt immediately and by themſelves) of the 
'Fſſence of God. They are proper .and mect, evi- 
dences of the truth of any 'Revelation,;and if;in 
that Revelation it. pleaſe God tomake any ſupermaty- 
ral diſpjay of his own Nature, .then Miracles,,.may; 
be ſaid mediately to diſcover to us the Eſſence of 
God ; otherways they demonſtrate no other, Attri-, 
bute of God but his power, 42. as It is able to ſu- 


Inthe fra- 
mirg of th 15 
Propelition ke 
miſtake; the 
end for which 
Miracles are 


defigned _ 


ſpend the Operations of Nature ,...6r. to a, above it. | 


2. Neither do they tend in any peculiar. manner to 
prove the Exiſtence of a Deity , butrathier ſuppoſe 
it - 01S, That there is a Supream Being who'ts ; the 
Author of Nature , who gave it ſuch a Power and ſet 


it ſuch Laws whereby to 'a@t; . which Power. ,.and 


which Laws, a Miracle being either above er conjra+ 
ry to, proves thereupon (not that God as, but) that 
itis he who then ads by his own immediate , hand, 
and not Nature. But , for any proof it-gives us of 
the Being of a God , it is . onely, in the ſame way 
that every natural Effet demanltrates. it, . by leading 
us toa firſt Cauſe. 


3. Miracles are indeed ſufficient Evidences of the 


Divine Providence ; that God does take. upon. him - 


and aQually exerciſe the Goygrament of the Wop ld ; 
that he does apt. leave Nature to her, ſe}f,, but ſomes 
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times interpoſes and ſets her aſide: That he does 
not ſit an unconcerned Spectator of the Actions of 
Men , but ſometimes in a molt fiznal manner re- 
wards or puniſhes them here in thus life. Yet the 
demonſtration of Gods Providence is not the pro- 
per and primary end of ſupernatural Effects, but 

4. AMiracleis properly intended to prove, 1. Imme- 
diately , the immediate power and preſence of Gol 
AQing himſelf in an extraordinary manner in the 
working of it. 2. (By Vertue of this evident Demon- 
ſtratiort of Gods immediate extraordinary preſence) 
che Divine Authority and Miſſion of that perſon 
whom God has been pleaſed to make his Inſtrument 
in the effecting of it ; at whoſe word or requeſt the 
Order of Nature is ſuſpended , which we cannot ſup- 

ſe God would permit either for no cnd ar all , or 
or one fo repugnant to his Sanctity and Goodneſs , 
as to aſliſt aniImpoſture. 

Thus much therefore we may know by miracles,not 
whatGod is in his Nature,nor his Exiſtence any better 
than we may know it by any Effet of Nature : but 
his Providence,his extraordinary prefence and power, 
and the Authority of that perſon whoſe Divine Mil- 
fion it atteſts. We are next to enquire whether his 
Arguments are more ſufficient to diſprove the au- 
thority of Miraeles in this regard. _. | 

His arguments for the Truth of his ſecond Pro. 
poſition are from Reaſon and Scripture, From Rea- 
ſon he econ to prove it three wayes. 


1. Becauſe the belief of the poſſibility of a Miracle 
does vertna mp meer Scepticiſme , and con- 
ſequently is fo far from ptoving the Efſence , , Exi- 
tence, or Proyidence of God , that it takes wy 

f ; ihe 


47 | 
the.certainty both of the exiflence of a Deity anal e> 
very thing elſe, | 

2. Becauſe a Miracle 1s a wor# that tyanſernds our 
Capacity to underſtand it , and therefore what we 
underſtand not, it ſelf cannot lead us tothe wnder- 
ſtanding of any thing «ſe. | 

3- Becauſe a Miracle « a thing finite, and there- j 
fore cannot be a fit Medium to prove the berng of an Ae 
gent of infinite Power. 

1. The belief of the poſſibility of a Miracle virtual. tic fry) t-- 
ly introduces meer Scepticeſme, and ſo takes atway 89m from 
the certainty both of the being of God and eutyy Reoſes £4 
tbing elſe, This Argument ſtrikes as much at rhe 
belief of Miracles themſelves as of any thing elſe up- 
on their Credit and Authority : for there can be no 
Reaſon to believe any thing, which to believe ob- 
liges m2 to doubt of m thing elfe as impoſſible to 
be certainly known. e ground whereupon . he 
allerts that the belief of Miracles, Jeads ws #0 Serpri- 
caſme, is, becauſe it takes away the certain Triah of 
thoſe Notions an whence we conclude the being of a 
God or any thing elſe that we know ; and that thy it 
does in as mach as it ſuppoſes a Power in God ablt to 
alter the Truth of theſe Notions, for thy too he : maſy 48 
able to do , if able to change the courſe of Nature. 

By theſe Notions may be underſtood two things; _ 
r. The Principles of: Trath whereupon. we boild all wyacer nd © 
our now z. Our own 1dez's and zpprehenſions me introduee. 
of things. The: former are'either the edmmon' Prin. 24 
ciples of Natural Light,v#2£Axioms-evident'/upon the 
firſt apprehenſion of the. Terms, 'as!7h at'a thing can- * 
wot be and not be at the ſame time, the whole is. 
greater than any part, &c,'' Or a of 

things, 


; 
: 
s 


Th” 
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things, 211 props. 1t10n3 alcribing to tem their Nu- 
tare a1l Properties: as Fn of 722M 1 r.U'i0n ule 
Tri inguium h 19et Ives angnlos pit 1 os Anobns vefTte, 
Sc. Or ;. Propoſitions containing the mutual re- 
ſpecs of things, as 7h. Carty and Injauſtice are re 
pid 11n411t tothe N ture of God, Theft and Murder to 
the Nituve of 2 loct, ble ealnre ,&c. Now thele prin- 
ciples of Trath arc all neceiliry, and immutable , and 
the Truth of them does not depend upon the Leing or 
order of Nature : apoſlibility therctore of change 
in the order of Nature does not imply that by the 
ſame Power the truth of theſe Notions may be altered. 
They are, firlt, necelſary and immutable , becauſe it 
implies a contradiRtion for them to: be calle, v. c. {or 
the whole to be no greater than any part, Aan not to 
be a rational creature, God to be cruet or uwriuſt & 
2. They are true independently u20n the being or 
order of Nature. If God ſhould deſtroy the whole 
frame of Nature, yet it were truc notw ny 
that the whole Body were bigger than any part, It 
he ſhould reduce Mankind into nothing , it were ſtill 
truc notwithſtanding , That the nature of Man co;:- 
[ifs inthe Union of arational Soul, ind 3 Body endved 
with life and ſenſe. God may turn one thing into a» 
nother , and make the ſame Matter appear under. a 
Form above or contrary to what it ſhould have by the 
courſe of Nature , but he cannot make it be and it 
be, he of thu Nuure and of another, at the 
{ame tame. He can ſuſpend the Actions of his Crea- 
tures,, but yet cannot make them A and not Af? 
both togeiber. 1n ſhort, however God by his Power 
may alter or ſuſpend the Order of Generations inNa- 
ture, yet this Principle will hold true, that in an 


order 


2 
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order of ſucceſſive generations of Men there muſt be 
ſome firſt Man, and this firſt Man,muſt have.a Cauſe 
that is not Man, and this Cauſe. muſt either be it 
ſelf, or lead us at laſt to, an infinite Supream Being, 
So that the exiſtence of a God may be drdnced{from cer- 
tain and neceſſary Principles , though the Order of 
Nature be capable of being changed by his Almighty 
Power. 

The altering therefore of the courſe of Nature, 
makes no alteration in the princl les of Knowledg. 
But does it not infer a Power in God to change ourNo- 
tions and Apprehenſions of them and of every thing 
elſe? A Phyſical Power indeed it does, as it proves 
him Oipotent - but this will not drive us to Step». 
ticeſme , while weare certain that it is as much re- | 
pugnant to his Veraczty and Goodneſs as compatible 
to his Powey barely conſidered. , For it is impoſlible 
thata Being infinitely Good and Holy ſhould impoſe 
upon his -Creatures,and implanu ſuch Nuctons iu cheir 
Minds as would neceſſarily induce them to believe a 
Lye, or ſoalter their apprehenſions of things, asto | 
make it impoſſible for them to make a true Judgment - 
by the uſe of their own reaſon. | | 

The belief of Miracles therefore does not lead us 
unto Scepticiſme , and ſo does not take away the cer- 
tainty of the Being of a God, but yet perhaps it may 
10t be a fit Medium to prove either bs Ridivats , Or 
his Proovidence,or to declare bs Nature tows. , And; _ 
this upon two Accounts. 1. Becauſe a Miracle Tc — 
a Work that tranſcends our capacity . #0. under 
ſtand it , and therefore what we underſtand not 
it ſelf, cannot lead us to the underſtanding = 
of any thing elſe. Zo . Becauſe a Miracle 6. "3 8 To 
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thing finite , and therefore canzot 62 a fit Medium to 
froue the betn:g of an Agent of *-finrie Pc SH, Io 


the ſift, a Miracle 1s a ori thartranſcends cur ca- 
pacity to underſtand it ; 1.C, 1t ts beyond the com- 


paſs-of our Knowle/lpe to deduce it from natora! 


Cauſes , and good reaſon , becaule it is beyond their 
p hy . . . 
power 2d efhcacy 10 EffeQt it. But yer fo far it is 
wit hin our Capacity, that 1: 15 poſſible for us to know 
witerh or it be an effect} ſupernatural or not, and when 
i» is nown to be ſuch it 1s ſuſſicic1t to demonſtrate 


\ , the immcdiate operation of God's Pover 2nd Pros 


vidence. | 4s 

To the S:corvd, nothint} is more f1]ſe or ground- 
leſs than that Aſſertion. Ttis ſb far from being true, 
that a finite Effet cannot be a Proof of an infinite 
Cauſe , that every finite EffeR 1s fo ; cither immedi- 
ately, as when the Effe&t though finite exceeds the 
force and efficacy-of* any finite being in the Order 
and Sphere whetcin it aQs , or mediatcly when the 
Efe@t is produced by a train of finite Cauſes, which yet 
muſt have had their own being and their firſt motior: 
or power toad from an infinite % dr argumen: 
for an Infinite tromthe exiſtence of finite beings, pro- 
ceeds thus, every finite being 15 contingent, an1 ſo 
might not have been ; therefore the reaſon of it; 
being muſt not bein it ſelf . but in ſomething elſe , 
vis, the Cauſe that produced it. Again, every finite 
being has limits of PerfeQtion ; theſe'cannct be ſet by. 
it ſelf, but by ſomething elſe which gave it ſuch. a 
degree of Pertetion and no greater ; and this muſt be 
the cauſe that produced it. 1t this Cauſe be finite too, 
it muſt procee1 from another, and the Queſtion will 
recur till we fop,at laſt in aCaule te!f-exittent and in- 
finite. © 
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So tizuch therefore may be ſaid in anſwer to his Ar- 
ouments trom reaſon ſor the former part of his ſecond 
Propoſition, viz. That by Miracles we carnot know 
the Eſſence, Exiſtence or Providence of God, To what 
he ſays for the other part, 21. That all theſe may be 
Gctter known by the fixt and :mmutable Order of Na. 
11176, the Anſwer may be ſhorter. His reafon is, becauſe 
io Facws of Nature are infinite, eternal, and immu- 
table, and therefore in ſome meaſure mndicate to us 
the infimuty, cternity, and emmutability of God : or 
rather ſto r:2ke him ſpeak more plainly out of his 
O:cra Fillhuna) bacauſe God and Nature are all 
6:14, and the more I know of N::iture (be move 1 under 
j undef the modrfications of the Divine Eſſence. But 
if he tells us that the belief of Miracles leads us to 
Scepticiſme , we may reply that this Diſcovery of 
the Divine Eſſence which he pretends to make from 
Nature , will rather carry us either to Athesſme or 
Idol itry, 

I proceed to his Arguments from Scripture, which 
arc two. . 

r. Heargues from Deut x73. v. 1,2, 3} Becauſe a 
# ii»ecls (as'is plain from:that place) may be wrought 
by 2 Perſon that deſigns to zntrodnce the worſhip of 
x falſe God. : 

2.. He argues from the corrupt notions the liraclites 
»tdof God and his Providence, notwithſtanding ſo 
r::zy Aoractss wronght among them. | 


Tie words in” Deut. 13.V. I, 2, 3. are theſe, If Arg. r. 


TEE ? -B ; from Scripture. 
there ariſe among you a Trophet , or a Dreamer of /” Mm 


Dreams, anagiveth thee a Sign or aWonder andthe 

G:gnor IFondcr come topaſs , whereof he ſpake unto 

hee, [13137 , let us go after ether Gods (whith thou 
Z 


haſ 
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oF haſt not known) and let ns ſerve them ; thou ſhalt not 
i: hearken unto the words of that Prophet, or Dreamer 
of Dreams ; for the Lord your Ged proveth you, to 
knozo whether you love the Lord your God with all 
our Heart and with all your Soul. And this Pro- 
phet or that Dreamer of Dreams /hall be put to death, 
&c. From hence he argues, a Miracle may be wrought 
Ly onethat deſigns to introduce the Worſhip of a falſe 
God. Ergo,by Miractes we may be as eaſily induced 
to embrace the WWorſhip of a falſe God, as of the true, 
E. God cannot be made known to us by Miracles. 
Yoough a This is a difficulty commonly propounded for theſe 
a4 Words in Deut. viz. How Miracles can be an un- 
Miracle, ye: Mi- doubted evidence of the authority of a Prophet and 
ralles (»f.tent the truth of hs Dottrine, & got it be poſſible for a 
nh otes. Miracle to be wrought by a fatſe Prophet in the high- 
eft degree - viz. a Preacber of Idolatry. And the 
beſt way to give a clear and ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
it, Will be to conſider the utmoſt force of it as it is 
urged from this place. The {ſrae/itesto whom theſe 
Words were ſpoken had already a Law given them, 
and the Authority of it atteſted by unqueſtionable 
Miracles ; the ſame Law repeated again in this book 
of Deut. with a repetition likewiſe of the Hiſtory of 
thoſe mighty Works which had been wrought tor it's 
confirmation, Their Religion therefore being thus 
ſettled, to fortifie them againſt all Temptations that 
might draw them to the Worſhip of the Gods of the 
Nations round about them , they are fore-warned in 
this place not to give car to any Perſon that ſhould 


—— oO TO = 
oy - i . 
"= 22 _ _ -o 
__ +4. 7 | | 
- : p- 0 R 
” _ * 
—_ MM EE i . : 
—_— "= — —_— = 


WAYS i. 


ra 5-6 
- W 7 os 


; entice them to 1dolatry,though he ſhould work a Mij- 
£2 racle to confirm the Authority of his falſe Dodtrine ; 
| for that God might poſlibly permit ſuch a Perſon to 
| work 
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work a Miracle meerly to j the ſtedfaſineſs of their 
Faith and Adherence to his Worſhip. This is the Caſe 
wherein thofe Words (Deut. 13.)muſt be underſtood 
to be ſpoken ; and this is all that can be rationally 
drawn from them, that God may permit a Miraclc 
to be wrought by a falſe Prophet after he has eſtabli- 
ſhed the true Religion, and fore. warned his pzople 
not to believe a Miracle againſt it. We are to enquire 
therefore whether if 1h4 be poſſible ; Miracles can 
be ſufficient evidences of a true Prophet. 

The Argument is in form this, If God after he has 
eſtabliſhed the true Religion , and fort-warned bs 
people not to believe a Miracle againſt it , may per- 
mit a falſe Prophet to work a Miracle totry the ſted:- 
faſtneſs of their faith ; then Miracles are not 3.p4r4 

vidences of atrue Prophet. But God may inthis caſe 
permit a Miracle to be wronght by a falſe Prophet. 
Ergo. If the conſequence is , That Miracles are not 
always ſufficient Evidences , or not in this particular 
Caſe,l readily-grant it : If, That they zever are inany 
caſe(which muſt be theConcluſion if to the purpoſe. ) 
I deny it : and the reaſon of. my denial of it is this, 
becauſe notwithſtanding an Tmpoſtor may work a 
Miracle in this caſe » and ſo the Miracle he works be 
no evidence of a true Prophet : yet in any other caſe 
(notwithſtanding the force of. theſe words) it may 
be (and I may poſitively ſay is) impoſlible for a true 
Miracle to be wrought by an Impoſior ; and there- 
fore all other Miracles which are not reducible to this - 
Caſe may be certain and infallible Evidences of a. 
true Prophet. For Inſtance, two ſorts of Miracles . 
are excepted from this Caſe. 1. Thoſe Miracles (ſup- - 
poſe) that were wrought among the i 
altcr : 
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aſter this wor 'ng given them not to belicye any per- 
fon that we'rld {.uuctihemto Jdolatry, -tirounh he 
ſhould work a 3 ice, by perſons that Cid 1:.ot at- 
tempt to ſe:ucc them from the Worthip of the true 
God. 2. Tho Muacles which were wrouz ht at any 
tune by any perſons whoſe Doctrine the people be- 
fore whom they were wrought had not been fore- 
warned by God not to believe. And that neither 
of thcſe could be wrought ly an Irpofor, but 
both were ſufficient Evidenccs of a true Prophet, 
I ſhall demonſtrate evidentiy from theie Princt. 


ples. 


r, In every Miracle or ſupernatural Effect, God 
mult be preſent ( not conſenting and aſſiſting only, 
bur) working it himſelf by his extraordinary 
Power. | 

2. This God cannot do ( v2. alter the courſe of 
Nature) tor no end, or for any that is .mean and 
trivial. 

3- Nor can his end be to deceive or impoſe upon 
thoſe perſons betore whom it is wrought. 

4. It his end cannot be to deceive us, and yet hc 
cannot Work a Miracle , but for ſome great end : it 
follows , That every Miracle wrought by any perſon 
pretending thereupon a Commiſſion to reveal 


_ any Doctrine, muſt either be ordained by God 


to ratifie and confirm his Commiſſion any 
this Miracle cannot be wrought by a falſe Pro- 
phet : or if it be not ordained by God to con- 
tirm his Commiſſhon , but may be done by him 
though he be a falſe Prophet, it muſt be onely in ſuch 
z caſe where ſufficient warning has been given to 
:hoic before whom the Miracie i» wrought, Jo they 

are 
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arenot tobelieve the Authority or Doctrine of that 
Prophct though he work a Miracle. 

5. Therefore in this one Caſe- (where ſufficient 
warning is given us not to believe ſuch a perſon 
though he work a Miracle) God may work a Mira» 
cle by a falſe Prophet , and therefore it is no' ſuffici- 
ent Evidence of a truc « In any other caſe it is impolſſ- 

ie he ould work it by a falſe Prophet , and there- 
tore it 15 not ſufficient Evidence of a true, 

All this neceſlarily follows from the Wiſdome , Ve- 
racity , and Holineſs of God.' His Wiſdome cannot 
permit him to wor: a Miracle by any man for nothing * 
vr vpon any trivial account : and his Veraciy and Fo- 
lincſs cannot permit him to bear witneſs to a Lav 
and  Seaucer (C working a* Miracle and pretendiog 
therenapon to a Commiſſion from Heaven to Preach 
nis Doctrine) which he does in working a, Miracle by 
him, unleſs in fuch a Caſe where he gives us warning, 
not to believe him upon the Authority of his Mira- 
cie - And in that Caſe he does not bear Witneſs to a - 
Liar , becauſe he fore-warns us that his Miracle 1s 
not done to atteſt the, Authority of that Perſon -by 
whom ite does it : And fo though, it were. the ſerting 
of hrs Se! 15 his Cormmiſſſion (to uſe that expreſſion) 
yet we are wfſhcicntly ſecured from being impoſed 
upon thereby , becauſe fore-warned that in this caſe 
his Seal 1s to beno Evidence to us, though other- 
wiſe it be the clcereſt and moſt convincing Evidence 
1mazzinable. A Miracle therefore, where warning 
beforc-hand is given againſt it, may be, wrought- by | 
a.Seducer and Jmpoſtor ; but where weare not fore- 
warned againſt it, it muſt be wrought by a. true: 
Ergo, Though in tht Caſe a Mirac{: is 10 FEvidencs 

, uſ 
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' of a true Prophet , yet tm every othey Caſe it certain- 


ly is, and conſequently, Though an Impoſtor may 
work a Miracle, yeta Miracle s tm moſt caſes an 
undoubicd Etidence of a true Prophet. 

Now the warning or notice given us in this caſe, 
may be either exprelled , or implied. Expreſſed as 
inthe place fore-mentioned, under the Law or where 
we arc forbidden to hearken to falſe Prophets and 
falſe Chriſts, which ſhall do great Signs and Won- 
ders ; or to an Angel from Heaven that ſhould Preach 
another Doftrine , then that we have received un- 
der the Goſpel. Implied, as where the Doctrine and 
Inſtitution of the Goſpel is declared to be the laſt 
Will of Almighty God , and a Law to endure with- 
out alteration or repeal to the end of the World ; for 
it God declare it to be ſuch , this implies that no Do- 
Arine contrary toit , no other Doctrine, is to be 
embraced , though the perſon preaching it ſhould 
work a Miracle to confirm his Authority. 

All other Miracles therefore are Evidences of a true 
Prophet , cxcept where ſuch warning 1s given, And 
thoſe I reduced to two ſorts: 

1. Thoſe that were wrought among the Iſ/-ae- 
lites after the warning given them Deur. 13. by a- 
ny perſon that did not attempt to ſeduce them from 
the Worſhip of the true God ; for againſt ſuch « perſon 
working a Miracle they had no warning , and there- 


fore his Miracle was enough to command their be- 


liek. 
2. Thoſe wrought at anytime by any perſons a- 
cainſt whoſe DoQtrine there had been no warning 


eignto the perſons before whom the Miracles were 


wrought. And under theſe two kinds are placed _ 
the 


-- 
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the Miracles whoſe Authority $p/n024 would deſtroy 
by this Argument.To begin with Moſes's , they were 
wrought before the Iſ-.2/ctes had any warning to re- 
ze the Authority of any Miracles whatſoever : andif 
after , they were wrought not to ſedvce them to Ido- 
[itry but with the contrary deſign , viz. to ſettle 
the Worfhip of the true God among them. So alſo 
El:;jib's, to reclaim that people trom Idolatry. .And 
the Miracles of our bleſſed Savzour and his , Apoſtles, 
will not I ſuppoſe be ſaid by any one to be wrought 


roſeduce the Jews from the Worſhip of the true God. 


Sothat it all theſe Miracles muſt be excepted from the 
Caſe wherein a Miracle may be wrought by a falſe 


Prophet , his Argument from the poſſibility of it(qut 
of Dent. 13.) againſt the authority of all Miracles, 
falls to the ground. 

His other Argument from Scripture 1s ſjrom 1he 


dence, notwithſtanding all the Miracles wrought 1- 
mong them. He inſtances in their Worſhipping the 


Calf in Moſes's abſence : In the doubts the Author of . 


the 73 Pſalm ſays he had about a Providence'; and 
$olomon's Opinion that all things were governed by 
change, which heconfeſles he once held. To this [ 
anſwer, 1, I havealready intimated that Miracles 
in themſelves do not diſcover to us what God is in his 
Nature, any farther than as it is done 1n the Revela- 
ion which they confirm. 2. Therefore | hope he 
will not ſay that the Revelation which the Iſraelites 
had concerning God , was ſuch as was not ſufficient 
it they would have attended to it, to have taught 
them that God was not to be Worſhipped under the 
reſemblance of a Creature , much leſs 44 glory to be 


[ turned 


Argument 2, 


corrupt Notions the Iſraelites h.:d of God and Prov. 1 Scripture. 


Tr. p. 14. 


Pſal. 106. 29. 


þ x >. 22. 4 
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turned into the ſimilitnde of a Calf. 3. The mighty 
Works that God did for the Children of Th ac/, were 


ſuch as might eaſily have convinced them , that ſuch 
4 baſe Creature was not the Cod that Eyought them 


forth out of the Lind of Egypt. 4. Therefore he ought 


rather to impure it to the great ſtupidity and blind- 
neſs of that People, there being newly converted 


Pal.tc:1. from the worſhip of the Fe-przan Apis, and their 


Ty. P- If, 


Plal. 106. 8. 
Ex. 1lo. 2. 


forget tng of God their S$.rv40ur who had done ſo great 
thiogs for them, than to any inſufficiency either in 
the Miracles to demonſtrate God's Power and Provi- 
dence to them, or in the Law he had newly given 
them to inſtru them how he was to be Worſhipped. 
| paſs by what he ſays of Jotomon and the Author of 
the 73 Pſalm : their doubts were about ſuch things 
wherein Miracles were not proper means to inform 
them : 215. Why the wicked proſper in this life ? 
What he has beſides under this Head, is, 1. A pro- 
fane abuſc of the Scripture, inſtead of an Anſwer 
tothoſe plain Expreſſhons therein , where God is ſaid 
to have wreught his Miracles, that he might make 
his powwey to be known , and that the liraclites might 
know that he was God. This, he ſays, is hot as if 
the Scripture meant, that Miracles are in themſelves 
convincing Arguments, but onely that the Koly 
Spirit makes uſe of them as Arguments ad hominem, 
that is (for want of better Evidences) he is fain to 
take all the advantage he can of their pre-conceived 
Opinions, however irrational and abſurd, and makes 
theſe his Topicks , as moſt effeQtuzl to perſwade or 
convince them , and in this ſenfe he interprets what 
St. Pautſays , that 10 1he Jews he became az a Jew, 
70 the Greeks as aOverk, that is, argued with both 


ner 
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not fiom any true and rational Principles, but by 
making the beſt uſe he could of their prejudices and 
prepolleſſions to gain them to his ſide. 

2. Thar it is not confiſtent with true Philoſophy , 
that God in the Order and Courſe of his Providence 
ſhould be conceived to take greater care of one per- 
fon orNation than another; ve&.he is not only bound 
to provide tor all whatſoever means are neceſſary 
for their happineſs , but alſo obliged not to give an 
one Man over and above any degree of Grace which 
he does not equally impart to afl the World. To 
anſwer theſe two Poſitions fully, we ſhould be o- 
bliged to examine Jp;noza's ſecond and third Chap- 
ter of his Tratfatus Theotogico-Polit. whereto he 
refers us for the demonſtration of both. 

I paſs on therefore to the third thing he propoſes 
to make out : Tis. That the Scripture by the Deerees 
and Commands , and conſequently the Providence of 
God wnderſiands tothing elſe but the fixt and inmmu- 
table Order of Nature. This he attempts to prove 
twoways, 1. By Inſtance. 2. Becauſe the Seriprute 
relates ſeveral C:rcumfſtances in the production of 
thoſe Effects that are commonly held to be ſuperna- 


Tr. p. 16, 


tural. His Inſtances are ſome that I mentioned a- #5" 
bovein my Anſwer to the Premonetion, viz. God x; .p. 12. 


relling Samuel , FH: would ſend tim a Man out of the 


I Sam.9. Ig, 


Lind of Benjamin , which was onely Saz/s coming ** 


to him to enquire about the Aties. God being faid 
totwrn ihe hearts of ihe Egyptians, fo that they hated 
tbe iſraclites, who yet itappaars, were moved to 
hare them upon Politique Accounts, Gods ſaying, 
He woubdfes bas Batwanthe Sky,, and yet the Rain- 
bow, an undoubted Effect bf Nature. So alſo the 
£ Ez melting 


Pſaj. 105. 24. 


Ex. I. 


Gen. 9. 1}. 
Tr, p. 18. 
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melting of the Snow called Gods Word, and the Wind 
and Fire his Miniſters. 2 

| grant that the Scripture in theſe Inſtances, by 
Gods Decreesor Commands means no more than the 
Laws of Nature : but his Argument ought to conclude / 
univerſally, for which a few inſtances in ſuch par- 
ticulars wherein it holds, are not ſufficient. It is 
enough tor me to.name ſome things which the Scrp 
pturc rclates as the Dzcrees and Purpoſes of Got, 
which yet could never take effect by the mere Courſe 
of Nature. As for” Inſtance, That a Virern ſhould 
conceive and bear a Child, That three Men ſhould be 
caſt into Nebuchaduez$ar's Furnace, and the ſame 
Fire kill thoſe perſons that came ſo near to the 
Mouth of the Furnace as to throw them in, and yet 
not ſo much as ſinge- a hair of their heads, though 
thrown into the midſt of it. That the Sun ſhould 
Ntand ſtill at the word of a Man; Fire come down 
from-Heaven at the command of another ; the Seg 
be ſtilled , the Dead raiſed, the Devils caſt out, at 
the Word, Touch, and Shadow of others. All theſe 
Fffedts the Scripture ſets down as wrought by the De- 
cree and Order of Almigh'y God , but not, | pre- 
ſume, by the. Courſe of Nature. In a word, the 
Anſwer has been given before: That the Scripture a: 
ſcribes all Effets toGod , natural or above Natur e 
and as, fromit's 'aſcribing the EffetFs of Nature to 
God, without 1.1entioning how he produces them,. we 
6annot juſtly conclude that it records them for mira- 
culous ; ſo on the other hand, from its ſpeaking of 
ſupernatural F:fects inthe ſame manner, we have as 
little reaſon to inter, that it means noibing.by-1hew 
but the Order of Natun@.-- to nn i 


His 
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His ſecond Reaſon is;. becauſe the Scripture 1clates 
ſeveral C:rcamſlarices in the production of Miracles ; 


which C rcumitances, he ſays de ſhrw that. theſe 
Miracles required Natural Cauſes, Sotl e Sprinkling 
of Aſhes required to produce the P'ague of Scabs, an 
Eaſt Wind to bring the Locuſts, and a W-<ft, Wind 
to drive themaway; an Eaſt Wind likewiſetq dfive 
back the Red S:a, FEhyjab's laying is Body.,apon the 
Body of the Shunamites Child , in order to raiſe it to 
life again. 

It:he argue, to the purpoſe , he muſk grant, that 


theſe Circumſtances , which. he makes, requiſite. -in * 


the Order of Nat 4ro,to produce theſe Effects , were 
alſo proper and ſuſfi ient in- the Order - of- Nature 'to 
produce them either wholcly or in part. 

And indeed the Wingl may ſeem a very, proper .In- 
ſtrument to bring and carry-away-the: Lpguſts, and 
to drive back the Seca: but the raiſing of -the Wind;, 
and determination of it is aſcribed to another Circumy: 


Arg. t. 
Ir.y. 19. : 


Fx. 9, ?. 
IC. 14. Ig. 21 
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as of raiſing and laying IVinds and Storms of Thur. 
ver and Hail, turning the Tater into Blood, bring: 
img Frogs out of tbe Revr producire Lice out of the 
Duft, Water out of the Rock, &c. 

To be ſhort, the Circumſtances commonly menti- 

oned as concurrent to the produttion of Miracles,are 
ſo far from proving that they had Nitural Cauſes,chat 
they prove the contrary. For it they had any Natu- 
ral Cauſes, rheſe Circumſtances muſt be all or part 
of them : but they are ſuch as are in no wiſe qualiti- 
ed to produce the Ffﬀedts aſcribed to them in the Or- 
der of Nature, theretore maſt be qualiſied for it by 
a Supernatural Power, which can produce gu1d/ibet 
ex guolibrt, and take any thing inſtrumental to 
what Purpoſes and EffeQts it pleaſes. 
_- For Inſtance, the C/ay and the Jpzrtle were the 
1immediare Inſtruments applied by our Sawour to the 
Fyes of the Blind , and Tongue of the Dumb-man, 
The mention whereof in'the account of theſe Mira- 
cles, if it prove that they required Natural Caules , 
then theſe were the Cauſes requiſite, theſe they had, 
Md theſe imimnediatel y produced the Effects. This 
they could not by the force of Nature, therefore by 
Miracle ; and ſo his Argument deftroys it felt. 

But farther,what if many are produced without any 
Circufnſtances at all, but purely at the Word and 
Will of the perſon that works them ? This he ſays 
we cannot 'be aſſured of from the Srrrprive , becauſe 
there may 'have"dech ſome though not mentioned 

there (he refers to Exod. 14.27. compared vyath 
Es. 15. 10.) But whit-Yrthe Scripture does '\notroaly 
not make mention ofeny bat ina mannor declares 
there were -none 7296 Mn bur: Saviaues _—_ rhe 
rorm, 


( 63) 

Storm , the very RefleQion that his Diſciples make Lu «. «: 2: 
upon that Miracle, proves that it was wrought by 

his bare Word, and not by the Application of any 
Means,much leſs, Natural. Before he draws his Con- Tr. po. > 
cluſion from theſe Arguments, he anfwers an Ob- 
jeQion from Scripture, v:z. That Famins are ſaid 

to be cauſed by the ſins of Men , and the like: and 

Rain and PlentyWſtored by their Prayers,Sc. His An- 

ſwer is, that the Scripture does here ſp2ak ad homi- 

em, and with the ſame Propriety as when it ſays 

that God is angry, ſorrowful, yepents, or the like ; 

and that it is not true that any of theſe are the 
Cauſes of the EffeAts aſcribed to them. Here r. Me- 
thinks he is wary in his Anſwer. He might have 
granted that Famine is ſent for the ſins of Men, and 

Rain and fruitful Seaſons for a return to their 
Prayers and Repentance, and yet have denied that 
either of theſe is wrought by Miracle. 'Fpr Nature is 
ordered and direfted by the Wifdorg and* Providence 

of Almighty God , as well as preſerved' and upheld 

by his Power ; and therefore his Wiſdom may ſo 
dire& it,as often even by theCourſe of Nature to exe - 

cute his divine purpoſes whether of ' Judgment 9g 
Mercy. He fees our Aﬀtons and hears 6? Mays 
from all eternity, andtherefore may, as he has 
the whole Order of Natyre before his eyes, dire& 
and determine che certain and neceflary Events 
of it to their pþ Seafons, and make them 
Inſtrumental to the accompliſhing of his purpoſes , 
whether of ſhewing favour or executing wrath y 
the Sons of Men. Thus therefore he need nÞt be fo 
ftri& as to deny any poſſibility of God's puniſhing us 
for our ſins in t Order of Nature, for fe _ - 

u 
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thoald betray hum unawares to the conceſli 1 of a 
Miracle. Natural Cauſes indeed our Sins orP ayers 
are not of theſe Effects, nor yet Supernatural neither, 
but moril only and meritorious, as Go.| upon view 
of either determines to puniſh or reward us. But ſup 


.poſe it were not (o, 2. He gives but a very mean So- 
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lution of the difficulty th.z7 rhe Scripture ſpeaks im- 


properly here , andin condeſcenſionqggo the Cup aciiies 
and Opinions of the ulg ar,asit does when it [ws that 
F* is angry, ſorrowful or repents.We grantthe Scrip- 
tire may be conceived to be obliged to ſpeak in this 
manner, concerning the incomprehenſible Nature of 
God,and ſuch ot hisPerte&tions themodes whereof it 15 
not neceiſary we jJhould have cxplained to us, how 
they are and att in lum - bur yet it 1s not necellary 
that it ſhould ſpeak ot every thing in the tame man- 
ner , or that every thipg that it-ſays ſhould be ſhut- 
fled off by this or the he pen Nochiog is more 
natural aad eaſie to bo-conceiverl,than that God does 
puniſh or reward our good or bad Actions, and that 
in this life, and that his Juſtice and Wiſdom will 
oblige him to do it as he takes upon him the Govern. 
ment of the, World: though it be very hard for the 
Valgar to conceive how he.dges it without anger or 
diſpleaſure and the contrary affeFions. Therefore 
the Scripture may be conceived to ſpeak of the one 
in coadeſcention to our Capacities, though yet no 
reaſon why it ſhould be preſumed to ſpeak oi the o- 
ther in like manner. 

[ procecd to his fourth and laſt undertaking, v/z. 
To treat of the minuer of interpreting the Scripture 
Miracl:s, and what things are chiefly to be 
obſerved in the Relations about them. Or (35 the 

ran- 
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Tranflator) fo ſhew that moſt Mein have erred intheir 
way of interpreting the Miracles recorded in the Ho- 
fy Scripture. To ſet us right he directs us in the 
reading of the Scripture-narrations about Miracles, to 
enquire into two things, 1. Theparticulay Opinions 
andPrejudices of the Relator: 2. The Idioms,Phraſes 
and Tropes, of the Hebrew Tonzne, The firſt, becauſe 
generally all Hiſtorians relate the events they ſpeak 
of ſuitable to their own ConzeCctures, Opinions, and 
Prejudices. The other, becauſe otherwiſe we may, 
from the Scripture-Style, conceive ſome things to ke 
related for Miracles which really are not. F or the 
firſt he inſtances in Jo/hna 10. v. 12,173. where the 
Account of the extraordinary length of that Day is 
given according to the common opinton of the Sun's 
and not the Earth's motion. For the Second, in ſome, 
allegorical places out of the Prophets. Zacharrah 
14.V. 7. Iſt. 13. v. 10. 48. v. ult. By theſe two inft- 
nuations he would elude the force of all the clear and 
Plain narrations about miracles in Scripture. Ts 
the firſt, and the inſtance he brings for it, 
I anſwer, the truth of the Miracle which Jo/bua re- 
lates is not atall prejudiced though it were true that 
the Farth moves, and not the Sun ; for the courſe of 
Nature was itopped, whether ithe motion of the Sun 
or the Earth . and therein conſiſts the truth of the Mi- 
racle: As to the rclation of it , it was not necellar 

either that Tora ſhould himſelf be ſo great a Phi- 
loſopher or ſo far inſtruted by an extraordinary Re- 
velation, as to put up his requeſt to God rhat the 
Earth ſhould ſtand ſtil] and not the Sun ; or that the 
Account of it which he gives thould be otherwiſe 
thinaccording to the appearance of ſenſe, and the 


Ig :  ap- 
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apprehenſions of the Vu'gar grounded thereup- 
on- 

To the ſecon( , the truth of the Scripture-Miracles 
depends not upon any allegorical expreſſions in the 
Prophets , Lur upon the naked Relations of matters 
of Fact in the Hiſtorical Writers ; ſo that though in 
the former we are to procecd with ſome Caution , 
and not to talc every thing tor Miracuious, Which 
is ſpoken of in an high ſtrain of expreſſion : yet in 
the latter we ſind no juch danger ot being impoſed up- 
on by the Tropes and Figurcs of the Hebrew Tongue, 
all things being delivercd in the Hiſtorical part of 
Scripture with the greateſt plainneſs and ſimplict- 
> AG 

Il have run through the main of Sp:102a's Chapter, 
which conſiſts in the proof of his four Propofitions at 
firſt laid down. What is behind, is, 1. An account of 
his different Method in this Chapter from that which 
he takes in his firft and ſecond Chapters about Pro- 
phecy and Prophets: but this is proper to his TratFa- 
tus Theologico Polit. 2. He attempts to prove from 
Scripture the Immutability of the Order of Nature , 
repeating alſo ſome of his former Arguments for it ; 
3. He cloſes all with a paſſage out of Joſephaus,agree- 
able to his Opinion H:'s places of Scripture which he 
alledges, are , P/al. 148. v. 6. He haih eſtabliſhed 
them for ever - he hath made a decree, which hall 
not paſs; Eccl. 1. v.g. That there is no new thing un- 
dey the San , and other places parallel tothem. To 
the firſt, the Order of Nature may be ſaid to be cſta- 
bliſhed for ever, and yet that Term imply no unin- 
terrupted or eternal duration of it : fee Exod. 2 1. o. 


1 Sam. 


k 
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1 $4. 1. 22. Det. 29. 29. Levit. 23. 14, Kc. To 
the ſecond , it is poſſible, notwithſtanding that place, 
that there may ſomething.new happen even accord» 
mg to the Order of Nature, © for S$o/omon obſerves 
there no more than this, that ordinarily in Nature 
there is a conſtant viciſlitude, a coming and return- 
ing of the ſeveral Species of Things : for all which, it 
15 poſſible within the Period of Six thouſand years that 
Nature may produce ſomething new and not ſeen or 
heard of betore: and if by Nature ſomething thus 
new may be produced , there is no Reaſon from this 
place but the like may be done by Miracle too, 

To YJoſephns's Authority it is enough to oppoſe the 
learned Mr. Gregory's remark of him in his Opera 
Poſthuma, p. 33- That he makes it his buſinels to 
leiſen and detract from the greatneſs of the Miracle 
which he relates out of the Scripture, only to gain 
a more caſie approbation of his H:/tory among the 
Heathen : and this Mr, Gregory makes out by ſeveral 
inſtances, one whereof is the paſlage here quotedby 
JP110.21, 

To $7noza's Quotation out of Foſephus,the Tran. 


ſlator adds one or two more out of Va/eſius , St. Au- 


tin, Mr. Burnett , and Dr. Sprat. Mr. Burnett , I 


have thewed above, in the very next Words almoſt to 


thoſe which here he quotes out of him , aſſerts poſ- 
fitively that there are Miracles. I need not tire my 
ſelf to examine whether the reſt are as direQ- 
ly againſt him, as I make no queſtion they 
are. 

Upon the whole then I have made it appear, that 
the whole Treatiſe is only a ColletFion out of other 
Authors. That all of them, except Sp:zn0za, are a- 

gainſt 


a rhdopinio on dra kict +25 are Ptaduced.. And 
giver, a full Anſoet to. his Argu- 


MR [ Co randid and impartial Roger 
ro determine. - - 
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